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On the Cover: East Meets West

				by Cally (Kirby) Krallman
"East Meets West" was inspired by a sky photo of a Western Kansas
farm combined with scenes from the Flint Hills of Kansas. Krallman's
art was featured in the Field Journal for the Symphony in the Flint
Hills. The Symphony's theme in 2021 was the Santa Fe Trail.
The Kansas Society Daughters of the American Revolution (KSDAR)
recently presented the Women in the Arts National Award to her. Cally
Krallman’s paintings have been shown in many exhibits, both nationally
and internationally, including the Art in the Embassies Program where
she currently has work in Moscow, Russia, and formerly in Tblisi, Georgia. She has exhibited in over 60 solo events and numerous group shows,
and is well-known for her dynamic oil and acrylic paintings of the Kansas Flint Hills and the Midwest.

photo: Jan Sciacca

Originally from northwest of Goodland, Kansas, Cally moved to Topeka in 1977. She has taught numerous workshops over the past few
decades. Her work has been published in American Art Collector, Plein
Air Magazine, Southwest Art, WagonsTracks, and numerous other publications. She currently is represented by Kansas galleries in Lenexa,
Manhattan, Wichita, and Topeka. Her website is www.callykrallman.
com. 

Wheelwright plies his trade at the Council Grove Wagon Show.

About the Santa Fe Trail Association

The mission of the Santa Fe Trail Association is to protect and preserve the Santa
Fe Trail and to promote awareness of the historical legacy associated with it.
Follow us online at www.santafetrail.org,
Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest and YouTube
Wagon Tracks, the official publication of the Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA), publishes well-researched and documented peer-reviewed articles
relating to the Santa Fe Trail. Wagon Tracks is published in February, May, August, and November. Deadlines are the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Queries are welcome. Complete submission guidelines are posted at www.santafetrail.org. Although the entire issue of Wagon Tracks is
copyrighted in the name of the Santa Fe Trail Association, copyright to each article remains in the author’s name. Articles may be edited or abridged at
the editor’s discretion.
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Quarterly of the Santa Fe Trail Association
volume 36 ♦ number 1 November 2021

When the United States celebrated its 200th birthday in
1976, a bicentennial Wagon
Train honored the Conestoga
wagon, which originated in
Pennsylvania. See “Bicentennial Wagon Trail Pilgrimage to Pennsylvania 1976”
www.facebook.com/groups/
Bicentennialwagontrain/
posts/3626280850750556
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Insights from your President by Larry D. Short, President of SFTA 		
Bent’s Fort Chapter of SFTA is to be
commended for all their hard work
and intense planning to develop one
of the best, if not the best, Symposiums of all times. Led by La Donna
Hutton and Kevin Lindahl, the team
was able to assemble fantastic speakers
of various topics. As stated by many
of the attendees, each of these speakers provided key input to tell a great
story of events and issues along the
Trail over the years of its use. Bent’s
Old Fort provided a historic venue for
banquets and entertainment on two
nights of the Symposium. The bats
and tarantulas provided extra excitement for the visits.
Another year is nearing an end for the
Santa Fe Trail Association and our
official bicentennial commemoration
of the Santa Fe National Historic
Trail. I am extremely proud of each of
our chapters for the incredible events
that they planned and held across the
entire length of the Trail. Those events
reached an audience of many new trail
enthusiasts, both young and young at
heart. The ability of many chapters to
work with local communities to incorporate the 200th into their annual
local events created a new sense of
comradery among the public along the
entire 1207 miles of the Trail.
Not only did we reach a whole new
audience across the United States
through programs held by both state
and local DAR chapters, but as a
result we have reaffirmed our close
partnership with the Daughters of the
American Revolution. From the early
twentieth century when the DAR first
marked the Trail across the five states
that it traverses, its members have
continued to help the Santa Fe Trail
Association in our main goal to protect, promote, and preserve the Santa
Fe National Historic Trail. Thank you
to the ladies of the DAR.
We just concluded our Symposium
2021 in La Junta, Colorado. The

I want to welcome our new board
members to the Santa Fe Trail Association. New board members are Linda
Balinger, Dennis Ditmanson, Deb
Calhoun, Janet Armstead, and Alexa
Roberts. This group of board members
brings an incredible knowledge of the
Santa Fe Trail and will be a major asset to our organization.
As the 200th anniversary commemoration year of the Santa Fe National
Historic Trail comes to an end, we
are just beginning to commemorate other key events that occurred
along the Trail from 1822-1825. In
1822 the first wagons of trade goods
headed west from Franklin to Santa
Fe. Beginning in 1824 the first Mexican traders made their way east to
Missouri, bringing trade goods and
establishing the first international
highway of commerce between the
United States and Mexico. In 1825
the Sibley survey, the first government
authorized survey of the Trail, was
conducted, along with Sibley’s treaty
signing with the Osage Nation in
Council Grove and the Kaw Nation
near McPherson.
The Santa Fe Trail Association has
grown and developed into the best
trails association among all of the

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol36/iss1/1
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historic trails. Our partnership with
the National Park Service continues to flourish as we move forward
on new projects, including mapping
refinements to the Trail, interpretation along the Trail with new waysides, new and replacement of old or
damaged signs along the Trail, and
identifying high potential sites and
segments.
The Santa Fe National Historic Trail
is ever evolving and it is up to all of
us to make sure we preserve, promote,
and protect it. We are very fortunate
to have many private landowners who
own segments or sites along the Trail
who work with us to ensure that these
sites are protected and open to the
public with their permission. Thank
you to all of you.
Please remember to renew your 2022
membership investments and also
consider a donation to the Santa Fe
Trail Association as we enter into our
next 200 years.
I hope to see you down the Trail. 

Wagon Tracks Online

Read Wagon Tracks online at www.
santafetrail.org and at the University
of New Mexico Digital Repository (This site is word searchable)
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
wagon_tracks/

4
November 2021

et al.: Wagon Tracks Volume 36, Issue 1 (November 2021)

Joanne’s Jottings by Joanne VanCoevern, Association Manager
Santa Fe Trail 200th
Timeline Exhibit
For the commemoration of the 200th
anniversary of the opening of the Santa Fe Trail to successful trade, 18212021, the Santa Fe Trail Association
has created a portable Timeline Exhibit. The Timeline features over 150
significant places, people, and events,
with illustrations and brief commentary for each relevant to the Santa
Fe Trail. It begins with the arrival of
Spanish colonists in New Mexico in
1598 and highlights specific events
throughout the historic time-period

of usage of the Santa Fe Trail. It also
traces the recognition of the old trail
into the 21st century, with a focus
given to the inception of the Santa Fe
Trail Association in 1986 and the establishment of the Santa Fe National
Historic Trail as part of the National
Trails System in 1987.
The display measures 8’ tall by 20’ long
and requires a space of a minimum of
12-15’ wide to set up and view.
To discuss access for the Santa Fe
Trail Association’s 200th Timeline
Exhibit, contact: manager@santafetrail.org or 785-643-7515.

Dr. Michael Olsen, left, did the majority of the research and writing
for the timeline, with Joanne VanCovern covering events relating to
the Santa Fe Trail Association. Graphic design work was done by
Tom Parish, Emporia, Kansas, and DisplayIt.com of Buford, Georgia
fabricated the cloth over plastic and aluminum frame timeline. Photos by Joanne VanCoevern and Patti Olsen.
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Chapters Core of SFTA
As of September 21, the Association
had 643 members. Many of these
members are classified as “at large”,
meaning they don’t belong to any of
the twelve chapters, and in turn many
SFTA members belong to multiple
chapters.
Twelve Santa Fe Trail Association
chapters are the backbone of the Association’s goal of preserving, protecting, and promoting the Santa Trail.
From east to west the chapters are:
Missouri River Outfitters, Douglas
County, Heart of the Flint Hills, Cottonwood Crossing, Quivira, Wet/Dry,
Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron,
Wagon Bed Spring, Cimarron Cutoff,
Bents Fort, Corazon de los Caminos,
and End of the Trail.
Each of these chapters has members
working tirelessly to mark the Trail in
their area, working with landowners,
and conducting events to share knowledge of the Trail with their members
and communities. They enjoy their
get-togethers, but more importantly
they take pride in their chapter’s accomplishments.

The entire SFTA is currently involved
in the 200th commemoration of William Becknell and his companions’
first successful trading trip to Santa
Fe. All the chapters are promoting
the trail during this time. To see what
events are scheduled go to either website—the official SFTA website www.
sfta.org look under “Get Involved –
events” or www.santafetrail200.org.
With the many events occurring
along the trail, it is hard to point to
any single one that makes the largest
impact. However, recently the Bent’s
Fort Chapter with 171 members
hosted the successful 2021 SFTA
Symposium at La Junta, Colorado.
The next symposium will be held in
the Jackson County, Missouri, area in
2023 and hosted by Missouri River
Outfitters Chapter, followed by the
2025 Symposium in Council Grove,
Kansas, hosted by Heart of the Flint
Hills Chapter.
Take some time throughout the next
few years to attend one or more of
these events AND become a member
of the Santa Fe Trail Association to
continue to preserve, protect, and promote this historic trail.

Scholarly Research Grants Available: Deadline December 1
The SFTA Scholarly Research Committee gives grants of up to $1,500 to
support research on topics related to
the Santa Fe Trail. Applications are
due December 1. Complete details for
applicants are available on the SFTA
website www.santafetrail.org under
“Our Programs.”
The purpose of the Santa Fe Trail Association Scholarly Research Fund is to
stimulate significant scholarly research
on the Santa Fe Trail suitable for publication.
Funds may be used to pay for: 1) Supplies and materials; 2) Services (literature searches, computer use, clerical
and/or technical assistance, and copy
fees); 3) Travel. Funds may NOT be
used for the purchase of equipment.
Published
by UNM
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The Committee will review all proposals, which must follow the form
available online. Applications must be
received by 5:00 p.m. on December 1
of the current year. Recipients will be
notified by January 1 of the following
year. Grants are available for use for
eight months, ending on August 31.
All funds must be expended in that
timeframe. Grantees must file a final
report on the results of their research
with the SFTA Scholarly Research
Committee by October 15.
--Pat Traffas and Craig Crease,
Co-Chairs

Wagon Tracks

Santa Fe Trail
Virtual Art Contest  

Artists of all ages and abilities
are invited to commemorate the
200th Anniversary of the Santa Fe
Trail by participating in a virtual art
contest hosted by the National Park
Service National Trails office.
Participants will join a long tradition
of artists taking inspiration from the
Trail to create inspiring works of art.
Submissions will be accepted through
November 19, 2021.
All submissions will become part
of a digital exhibition on the Santa
Fe National Historic Trail website
intended to encourage creativity and
reflection about the Trail’s anniversary.
Art can be submitted in five categories: Young Artist (ages 5-9), Junior
Artist (ages 10-13), Young Adult
Artist (ages 14-18), Adult Artist (ages
19+), and Advanced Artist (professional adult artists ages 19+). Winners
in each category will be featured in a
special digital exhibit on the NPS's
Santa Fe National Historic Trail website and Facebook page.
Educational institutions are encouraged to get their students involved,
both in and out of the classroom.
Resources for teaching about the trail
can be found on the Trail’s education
webpage. Educators can contact the
National Trails office at ntir_information@nps.gov with questions about
submitting student work.
Visit the Santa Fe National Historic
Trail website for more information
about the submission process and
contest rules (go.nps.gov/SantaFeTrailArt2021). 
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Santa Fe Trail 200

Let Us Continue: 4 More Years
The Santa Fe Trail 200th commemoration will not end when the clock
strikes midnight on December 31. It
will carry over through 2025 and the
anniversaries of treaties and the Sibley
Survey.
What will we do for the next four
years? A lot.
None of us anticipated the challenges
that our 200th commemoration would
bring, and while many events were
held successfully, others were curtailed,
postponed, or cancelled. Let us work
with our chapters and communities
to breathe new life into those events
that were put on hold and to continue
sharing our message.
The events and publicity we have
achieved this year have helped us get
the attention of many new audiences.
Let us keep their attention. Let us
look for ways to engage and encourage, and especially, keep all those new
SFTA members on the roster and add
others.
Our podcast with TruckersRadioUSA.
com will continue reaching thousands
and thousands of men and women on
the road, many of them on the paths
that freighters used 200 and 150 years
ago. One woman approached me at
the La Junta symposium and shared
that she learned of our organization
and the symposium from that podcast.
She traveled hundreds of miles to
join us. While that is a pretty obvious
example of successful outreach, there
are many more that we may never
know—those folks who stop at an historic site because they heard about it
on the podcast.
Let us continue to build on the relationships we have established. Many
of you have worked with local historical societies, convention and visitors’
bureaus, chambers of commerce, and
other organizations. Let us stay in
touch, attend meetings, and look for
ways to partner, events that we can

support, set up a table—have some
presence. We do not have to have
events of the same scale as this past
year, but we do need to make sure we
do not drop off the radar screen.
I am personally excited to have the
time for more outreach. Through
Zoom or in person, I plan to address
civic clubs, historical societies, DARs,
conventions—any group anywhere
that is open to hearing our story. The
200th commemoration has opened
that door for us.
Our next symposium will be hosted
by the MRO Chapter and focuses on
Art on the Trail. Let us look for ways
to build on and connect to that theme
before 2023. In 2025, our symposium
will be held in Council Grove and will
focus on the monumental events of
that year—the treaty with the Osage
and Kaw, Mexican traders coming
north to the United States, and the
Sibley survey. Let us connect to that
theme to build momentum and excitement. Let us look for ways to involve
our communities and chapters in these
over-all themes. This reinforces our
interconnectedness and strengthens
our individual stories.
We planted many seeds in 2021. Let
us continue to nurture them and reap
the rewards of a complete bicentennial
observance. 
--Deb Goodrich, 200th Chair

View
bicentennial events at
https://santafetrail200.org
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Symposium Attendee
Says Event Exceeded
Anticipation
Letter to Organizers
Wow! I could not be more pleased
with the amazing three day Symposium you and the Bent's Old
Fort Chapter recently hosted! It
was my first time to attend, and it
far exceeded my hopes and anticipation.
My family and I were so impressed
by your professionalism, friendliness and attention to detail. Each
of you made it so educational and
enjoyable! We were stunned by the
awesome, gray SFT Symposium
bags you presented to each attendee. "Really! For us?!! We actually
get one of these to keep?
The tour guides on buses were fantastic. My California family could
not get over what they learned
about the SFT. Having dinner at
the Fort, where the likes of Kit
Carson had lived and worked. The
camps were so interesting and we
all learned so much. We especially
loved John C. Fremont. True to
the character I had read about in
Blood and Thunder. I also thoroughly enjoyed the living history
actors and how wonderfully they
made us feel, as if we were actually there in 1843.
The meals at the Fort, both nights,
were wonderful, the speakers awesome. And did you and your crew
deliberately ask the Lord for that
AWESOME night sky when we left
Bent's Old Fort on Saturday night?
What an incredible sendoff!
I could go on and on about every
amazing, fantastic nuance of what
you all accomplished. But, suffice
it to say, I am deeply and profoundly grateful for every moment
of every day at the amazingly
wonderful SFT 200 Symposium.
8
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Symposium 2021 Deemed a Success, with 300 Registrants
By Ed Stafford
After five years of planning, the
Bent's Fort Chapter of the Santa Fe
Trail Association found success in
the accomplishment of their SFTA
national symposium September
22-26. And, through five years of
expected labor and unexpected challenges, such as the question of COVID-19 cancelling their endeavors,
members were rewarded with very
positive responses from all attending.
Meeting in La Junta, Colorado, on
the bicentennial of the beginning of
the Santa Fe Trail from the United
States into New Mexico in 1821,
the symposium brought nearly 300
registrants to Bent's Old Fort NHS,
Otero College, and The Koshare
Museum. Events included scholarly
talks on Trail topics, music, banquets,
presentation of awards, guided bus
tours to Trail-related sites in southeastern Colorado, a Youth Symposium created by Rebecca Goodwin,
and days of fun, color, and history
brought to life as Bent's Old Fort
National Historic Site welcomed a
huge number of visitors.
According to Alicia Lafever, Information Officer at the Fort, 3,100
visitors passed through the gate
at Bent's Fort, where they found
Mexican laborers, Bent-St. Vrain
Company clerks and traders, domestics, craftsmen, and Indians doing
business at the fort. Outside the fort,
they encountered camps of reenactors in dress of the period portraying traders, hunters, members of
the John C. Fremont expedition of
1843, and members of the Snively
Expedition of that same year. These
60 "living historians" brought vividly
to life "Mr. Bent's Mud Castle" in its
heyday.
Added to those were musicians and
historians Rex Rideout and Mark
Lee Gardner, and the Southwest
Musicians, Lorenzo Trujillo and his
band, who played for the Saturday
Published
by UNM
November
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night fandango in the Fort plaza,
following the banquet there. During the days, vendors fed the hungry
outside the Fort. "Food vendors really helped to keep folks fueled," says
Lefever, " and the bookstore at the
Fort was always full."
Bent's Old Fort National Historic
Site Staff are credited by all who
organized the Symposium with the
ultimate success of the event. "This
would not have been successful without the Fort," says LaDonna Hutton, vice-president of the sponsoring
Bent's Fort Chapter of the SFTA.
"And, we couldn't have had a better stage than the Fort," adds Kevin
Lindahl, chapter president.
Fort personnel added 16 to the
number of those involved in the Bicentennial commemoration, headed
by Stuart West, Superintendent of
Bent's Old Fort.
The Symposium Planning Committee, numbering 26, and headed by
Hutton and Lindahl, began work in
2016 and met periodically for several years before accelerating their
schedule to monthly and then twicemonthly meetings.

The Humanities Center at Otero
College was the location for registration, vendors, and Symposium
speakers who gave scholarly talks on
a varied list of topics from pandemics
and death on the Santa Fe Trail to
Santa Fe trade merchants and their
trade goods, from business and power on the Trail to Bent's New Fort.
Otero College staff headed by Dillon
Martin made all arrangements needed for use of the Humanities Center,
and Larry Shirley, theater technician,
enabled all lectures.
The Koshare Kiva Museum was also
open to visitors, where they saw new
exhibits of First American paintings, pottery, and other artifacts.
Artist Jeremy Manyik was a prominent contributor of artwork to the
Symposium effort, including a new
Bent's Fort Chapter logo.
There were 20 sponsors and donors.
The Barista and Sodexo of La Junta
contributed food. It was reported
that "all motel rooms in La Junta
were filled, and the downtown area
was teeming with visitors."

The banquet at Bent's Old Fort during the 2021 Symposium was followed
by a fandango. Photo by Dotti Russell.
Wagon Tracks
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Remembering Faye Gaines
By Steve Schmidt

She was not above sticking her arm
up to her armpit into less than pristine water in a cow tank to clear out a
drain. If it needed doing, she did it.

Olive “Faye” Gaines was born in Raton, New Mexico, on April 8, 1927,
and died October 6, 2021, at age 94.
Her parents were Charlie and Pearl
Griffith, who lived in the broad Kiowa
Valley approximately 11 miles SW of
Capulin, NM and 15 miles due north
of Point of Rocks (all as the crow
flies). Their home was on the west
side of the Valley, on the NE side of
Laughlin Peak, near its base. Down
the valley a mile and a quarter NE of
her parent’s house was the home of
her paternal grandparents. The Granada – Ft Union Military Road ran up
the valley NE to SW, passing within
2/10ths of a mile of her grandparent’s
and 6/10th of a mile of her parent’s
houses. She attended Kiowa School
located NE across the valley, under
the NW brow of Kiowa Mesa. From
the school one has a spectacular view
of Mt. Capulin to the NW, and just
2/10ths of a mile NW of the school
passed the Military Road which she
would have to cross each day going to
and from school. Perhaps this setting
fostered her love of the northeastern
New Mexico expansive landscapes and
her interest in trails and history. Her
family later moved to Springer, where
she graduated from high school in
1944 in a class of 19 students.
She married Garrett “Pete” Gaines Sr.
on December 23, 1944, as he was preparing to leave the US to serve in the
Army during WWII. As stated in a
nearby article by Joanne VanCoevern,
she worked for the Census Bureau
many years. But her true loves were
her husband, their Point of Rocks
Ranch, and the Santa Fe Trail.
Their home, located at the foot of
arguably one of the most iconic
landmarks on the Santa Fe Trail,
was located 12 miles from the nearest paved road, and 40 miles from
Springer, which in later years had the
closest grocery store. Early on, when
Pete was in a full body cast recover-

Faye and Pete Gaines
ing from a broken hip, he had to go
to either Santa Fe or Albuquerque (I
cannot remember which) to be treated
by a specialist. Faye transported him
back and forth by having him hobble
up to the tailgate of the pick-up, have
him lean back as she grabbed his feet,
pulled him up to a horizontal position,
and slid him into the bed like a piece
of lumber. She said, “He made the
trip just fine, except for being a little
windburned.” They simply did what
needed to be done. In later years the
nearest doctor was in Raton.
Faye and Pete were truly a team. Faye
helped Pete with the farming and
ranching, driving tractor, working
cattle (sorting, vaccinating, doctoring,
dehorning, castrating, pulling calves,
etc), mending and building fence, and
all the related chores. Pete helped
Faye with all the housework, cleaning, cooking, doing dishes, and all that
went with maintaining a home. They
lived an almost self-sufficient lifestyle.
Even in her 80s, she would put a block
of salt or mineral on the back of her
4-wheeler, and go roaring-out across
the pasture to place the block for the
cattle. She could wrestle open and
closed a barbed wire gate in the fence.
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They were also community minded. So
that people in the nearby area could
have television reception, they operated and maintained a TV signal repeater station high-up on the Point. Pete
would have to go up there in all kinds
of weather to keep it working. When
telephones were becoming available,
“the” telephone company would not
serve the nearby area because of the
sparsity of customers. Faye and Pete
helped organize the neighbors to
form their own telephone company.
When ”the” telephone company saw
they were really serious, it relented
and brought telephone service to their
area.
When a comment was made to Faye
that she lived out in the middle of nowhere, she said, “No, but you can see
it from here.” In the 2000s, at night
from her house on the Point, a person
could not see any man-made light; no
houses, no yard lights, no city glow, no
nothing. She kept her yard light off
so as not to spoil the darkness. With
no moon, the stars are awesome, and
provide enough light to make-out the
shape of objects and landscapes. Being city folks, the first time Glenda
and I stayed with her, we were a little
uncomfortable at night undressing in
front of large windows that had only
(very) sheer “curtains.” We remarked
about this the next morning when she
asked if we slept well. She said, “There
are no houses anywhere near here and
there won’t be anyone outside. And
besides, even if they were, they have
seen it all before anyway.” And with
her wry little grin, added, “And if they
haven’t, it’s time they did!” Ah, vintage
Faye.
Her honest, matter-of-fact approach
to things was refreshing. What you
saw was what you got, as the expression goes. You always knew where she
stood on any particular matter. Yet,
10
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she would always listen to and respect
other viewpoints, even if she chose to
disagree. She could be tough as nails
or sweet as honey, as the situation required. As her granddaughter, Tami,
said, “There is no one tougher or more
loving.” She personified the strongwilled, independent life view of many
of her generation who grew up in the
West. We are poorer for the loss the
Faye Gaines of the world.
Tragedy also entered Faye’s life, with
Pete and their son, “Gary,” preceding
her in death by many years. While
certainly not rising to that level of
sadness, her profound love of ranching, the vast New Mexico landscape,
and the Santa Fe Trail made two
things extremely difficult as age prevented her from doing all she wanted
to do: Selling the cow herd she and
Pete had spent so many years developing and in 2020, selling the Point of
Rocks Ranch. I think her life view is
pretty-well summed up by this story:
When she told me she had decided
it was time to sell the ranch, I was
dumbfounded. She said she would
go live with her granddaughter and
great-granddaughter. We had talked
previously about her preparing for this
event, and I felt comfortable asking
her how much she thought the sale
would bring, She said, “______ dollars,” quite a significant sum by most
standards. I said, “Well, you should be
all right then.” There was a long pause,
and then she said in her signature
staccato delivery, clearly enunciating
every syllable, “And – just – what – am
– I – gon - na – do – with - ______ dollars? I – have – every – thing – I
– need – right – here!” 

Services for Faye will be held November 13 at 11 a.m, at the Methodist
church in Clayton, New Mexico. www.
coxrowleyfuneralhome.com/obituary/
Olive-Gaines
Published
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Faye Gaines Championed
the Santa Fe Trail
By Joanne VanCoevern
During her time at the Point of Rocks
Ranch, Faye Gaines was an ardent
advocate of the Santa Fe National
Historic Trail, and a staunch protector
of the Point of Rocks landmark located on that ranch. That rocky point,
the southern extent of the “Hogback,”
with a natural spring at its base, once
served as a popular campsite and watering spot along the 900-mile trail
linking Missouri and New Mexico,
and in April of 1994 it was recognized
as a National Historic District.
Faye Gaines was well-known as a
strong, brave, and independent woman. During an interview for the Santa
Fe Trail Heritage Interview Project,
Faye informed the interviewer that
she had worked for the US Census
Bureau for 30 years, traveling over
50,000 miles a year in Northern New
Mexico, gathering statistics. She also
told the interviewer that she had
faced rifles and irate hunters, but she
had never been afraid. Faye continued to stand strong and brave as she
welcomed strangers, the modern-day
Santa Fe Trail travelers, who once followed the dirt roads to the Point of
Rocks Ranch—a ranch where members of the Gaines family have lived
since 1898. Faye greeted visitors and
shared her love of the Santa Fe Trail.
In a 2012 interview with Marti
Atoun, who was writing an article for
the Sunday newspaper insert, American Profile, Faye was quoted as saying,
“I love the trail for what it stands for.
It was a commerce trail, and I think of
the hardship and the fellows who were
hired on, just 15 or 16 years old and
broke, and looking for some way to
survive.” Faye continued to share that
love of the Trail as she greeted visitors
and allowed them onto her property,
pointing out rock piles marking the
graves of 11 early Trail travelers. And
if the sun was right, Faye could show
people eight swales left by the muleWagon Tracks

and oxen-drawn caravans that crossed
what today is known as the Point of
Rocks Ranch.
In an article in the John Deere magazine The Furrow, published in 2015,
and titled “Keepers of the Santa Fe
Trail” Faye was quoted as saying, “I
welcome people and encourage them
to hike if they want to. I’ve had no
problems, ever.”
Faye and her husband, Pete, compiled
the history of this important Trail
campsite and gladly shared those stories with visitors. The Gaines’s assisted
with the National Park Service survey
of the Santa Fe National Historic
Trail in 1988 and were active members of the Santa Fe Trail Association,
as well as the Corazon Chapter.
Faye first began her service on the
Santa Fe Trail Association Board
of Directors in 1996, when she was
appointed to fill a vacancy. She was
elected to serve two more terms, serving from 1999 – 2007. Because of
term limits, Faye was unable to run for
re-election to the Board as a Director; however, she was once again appointed to fill a vacancy in 2009, and
then elected to serve two more terms
from 2013 until her term expired on
September 25, 2021, serving a total
of 19 years as a member of the Board
of Directors of the Santa Fe Trail Association. She maintained her strong
support of the Santa Fe Trail with her
work at the Chapter level and served
on the planning committee for the
2007 Santa Fe Trail Symposium that
was held in the Trinidad, Colorado.
She served on the New Mexico Scenic
Byways committee that included the
creation and installation of 15 exhibits along the Santa Fe Trail and she
served as Chair of the Santa Fe Trail
Association’s Preservation Committee
until her death.
In her role as Preservation Chair of
the SFTA, Faye saw that the Santa Fe
Trail today has many guardians, and
she saw many struggles with those
who think nothing of destroying existing remnants of the historic trail. One
11
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example was of a gas company that
wanted to cut a pipe-line across the
trail. Faye held strong and convinced
the company to, instead, bore its pipeline under the trail. Faye negotiated
with cell phone companies, and windfarms, including one windfarm that
proposed 285 new turbines in her area,
23 of which were slated to be on the
trail, or within a mile of it. During
the interview for The Furrow magazine, Faye stated, “The unobstructed
vistas will be gone; that’s a given. It’s
going to look like a porcupine out
there. Each tower will have a flashing
light. At night, except for the occasional farmhouse light, those will be
the first lights here in an eternity. But,
I’m not wanting to stop the project.”
Noting that property rights need protecting, too, Faye added, “I just want
them to stay off the trail. The Santa
Fe Trail is a national treasure, whether
they realize it or not.”
In recognition of the Gaines’ efforts
to preserve the Point of Rocks Ranch
and historic site, Pete & Faye Gaines
were two of the first recipients of the
Santa Fe Trail Association’s Heritage
Preservation Award, created in 1997.
In 2015, to further show their appreciation of the significant contributions
the Gaines’ had made, the Santa Fe
Trail Association Board of Directors
designated the name of that award
as the Pete & Faye Gaines Memorial
Heritage Preservation Award. 
See related stories in Wagon Tracks in
the August 2020 issue, page 10, and
the February 2020 issue, page 7.

along the trail, and demonstrating
the patriotism exhibited by their
ancestors in developing the Santa
Fe Trail.

SFTA Awards Presented
The Jack D. Rittenhouse Memorial
Stagecoach Award is presented for
extraordinary achievement in the preservation, protection and promotion of
the Santa Fe Trail.
•

Marc Simmons: Marc Simmons
has dedicated his life to research
and writing about New Mexico,
the Southwest, and the Santa
Fe Trail. Marc is a professional
author and historian who has
written more than forty books on
New Mexico and the American
Southwest. His popular “Trail
Dust” column was syndicated in
several regional newspapers. In
1993, King Juan Carlos of Spain
admitted him to the knightly
Order of Isabel la Católica for his
contributions to Spanish colonial
history. He is also recognized as
an authority on the Santa Fe Trail
and was the founding president
of the Santa Fe Trail Association,
serving in that capacity, 19861989.

The Award of Merit is presented to
those who have made a significant
contribution to the preservation, protection, and promotion of the Santa
Fe Trail or the Santa Fe Trail Association.
•

Bents Fort Chapter: hosting the
Symposium for the 200th Anniversary of the Santa Fe National
Historic Trail.

•

Symphony in the Flint Hills:
making their 2021 theme the
Santa Fe Trail, which provided
the opportunity to spread the
message of the historic Santa Fe
Trail to over 7,000 people attending the Symphony on the native
prairie.

•

Daughters of the American
Revolution: preserving the history of the Santa Fe Trail. The
DAR has committed to educating
the public on the importance of
the trail, preserving the markers
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•

Dave Kendall and Prairie Hollow Productions: created an outstanding documentary The Road
to Santa Fe: Convergence of Cultures – The History of the Santa Fe
National Historic Trail. It will be
available to PBS stations nationwide in early November.

•

Christina Hayes and the Great
Bend Convention and Visitors
Bureau: supported the Quivira
Chapter with design and online
expertise.

•

Jackie Fleming: visited all the
Santa Fe Trail sites in New Mexico and created a YouTube video
which has been shared on the
SFTA Facebook page.

•

Douglas County Chapter:
worked for several years to install interpretive signs and improve visitor access at Black Jack
Park and Ivan L. Boyd Memorial
Prairie Preserve located
near Baldwin City, Kansas.

The Paul Bentrup Ambassador
Award is given to a person clearly
identified with promotion of the Santa Fe Trail Association, development
and dissemination of knowledge of
Trail history, preservation of Trail related ruts, artifacts, or historical sites,
or which promote the knowledge and
understanding of the Santa Fe Trail in
the history of the United States.
•

Rich Lawson: Landowner at
Arrow Rock Landing, Rich continues to protect and preserve the
site, which is fully documented
and listed as a certified site by the
National Park Service and listed
on the National Register of Historic Places. In addition, Rich has
worked tirelessly in his fundraising efforts for the Santa Fe Trail
Associations.

The David Clapsaddle Memorial
Chapter Award honors work done by
12
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chapters, individuals, or groups within
a Chapter who have done outstanding
work or provided outstanding leadership in a chapter.

The Educator Award is given for
outstanding teaching about the SFT
in elementary, secondary, or higher
education.

•

•

Diane Miller: volunteered many
hours to ensure the Quivira
Chapter 200th activities were
a success, by grant-writing and
planning and promoting events.

The Pete and Faye Gaines Memorial Heritage Preservation Award
is presented to landowners, former
landowners, leaseholders, or tenants
of SFT ruts, remnants, structures, or
sites.
•

Della Orton: Owner of the Rock
Creek Crossing site near Council
Grove, Kansas, who encouraged
and allowed public access to the
property, including the NPS interpretation for the site and the
associated area of the Santa Fe
National Historic Trail.

The Ralph Hathaway Memorial
Heritage Preservation Award is
presented to landowners, former
landowners, leaseholders, or tenants
of SFT ruts, remnants, structures, or
sites.
•

•

Dan & Carol Sharp Family: Dan
and Carol Sharp are committed
to historic preservation, and they
allow visitors on their property to
view Autograph Rock, near Cold
Springs Creek, a tributary of the
Cimarron River, with permission
between May and September. The
site has more than 300 names
carved into the sandstone bluffs.
Autograph Rock was the first
Certified site on the Santa Fe National Historic Trail.
Douglas County, Kansas: worked
with the Douglas County SFTA
Chapter for the creation of the
public access trails and site for
Black Jack Park in the Ivan L.
Boyd Memorial Prairie Preserve,
near Baldwin City, Kansas, and
which are on the Santa Fe National Historic Trail.
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Troy Mayhew: teaches government, world history, and psychology at Southwestern Heights
High School at Kismet, Kansas.
Troy states: “My journey through
western history started with my
history teachers, and teaching a
westward expansion class during
student teaching. In recent years
it has kicked into overdrive due
to an adventure my family had at
Bents Fort and the Sand Creek
massacre site.” Troy also created a
film competition open to students
in any of the five states traversed
by the Santa Fe Trail with a prize
of $500.

The Louise Barry Writing Award is
presented to an author of a significant
article or book about the Trail based
on research in primary sources.
•

David C. Beyreis: for his book
Blood in the Borderlands; Conflict,
Kinship, and the Bent Family,
1821-1920. Beyreis provides an
in-depth portrait of how the Bent
family creatively adapted in the
face of difficult circumstances.

Special Award of Appreciation
•

Ashley Wheeler, National Park
Service intern, for her efforts,
help, and guidance in creating
promotional items for SFTA, the
200th anniversary, and the Symposium.

•

Jessica Ostfeld, National Park
Service Intern, for her efforts in
promoting and supporting the
American Solar Challenge, which
followed the route of the Santa Fe
National Historic Trail in 2021.

•

Michael Martin Murphey for
his work as honorary chair of the
Santa Fe Trail 200th, and for the
promotion and preservation of the
historical legacy associated with
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the Santa Fe National Historic
Trail. 
--Linda Colle, Awards Chair

Make a Qualified
Charitable Distribution
from Your IRA to the SFTA
IRA owners age 70 1/2 or older may
donate to a qualified charity of their
choice. Funds must be issued directly to the charity from a Traditional
or Roth IRA. The charity must be
qualified to receive a QCD. The
donor may not receive any benefit in
making the donation nor can it be
deposited to a donor-advised fund.
Action Steps: 1. Ask your tax professional if it is in your interest to
do a QCD and if your donation will
qualify. 2. Contact your financial
firm and ask them to issue a check
from your IRA by using a QCD and
discuss with them the process. 3.
Call the SFTA in 7-10 days to confirm they received your QCD check
from your financial firm and confirm
they have issued you a receipt. 4.
Keep a copy of the receipt and send
a copy to your tax preparer for your
records.
Information you will need to supply
to your financial institution:
1. Your name and account number.
2. Santa Fe Trail Association-Linda
Revello, 1349 K-156, Larned, KS
67550. Phone 1-620-285-2054.
3. QCD donation amount.
4. Date issued.
The SFTA, board of directors, its
chapter affiliations, and its members
do not provide tax or legal advice.
This document should not be construed as such. Contact your personal legal and/or tax advisor for input
on making a QCD. 
--Rich Lawson, Fundraising Chair
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Faces at the Bent's Fort 2021 Symposium

Photos by Dotti Russell

From top, left to right: Mexican trader, traders cart in the Fort, ladies
coming from camp, Elistra Istre, Ph.D. with her two children reenactors, and John Luzader.
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol36/iss1/1
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A Million Ways to Die in the West: Three Pandemics
By John F. Steinle

presented at the 2021 Symposium in La
Junta, Colorado

There were a million ways you could
lose your life along the Santa Fe
Trail’s 1,200 miles between Franklin,
Missouri and Santa Fe, Republic of
Mexico. Your cause of death could be
measles, whooping cough, typhoid
fever, tuberculosis, scurvy, dysentery,
diarrhea, meningitis, rheumatism,
mumps, hepatitis, jaundice, bronchitis, pneumonia, pellagra, delirium
tremens, asthma, ulcers, death during childbirth, and syphilis. Or – you
could meet death by gunshot wounds,
being pin cushioned by arrows, being crushed beneath wagon wheels,
drowning, falling from a height,
exhaustion, exposure, freezing, and
starvation. And I’m sure I have only
scratched the surface of what could
kill you along the trail.
But of all the diseases of the Santa Fe
Trail, three stand out as rising to the
level of periodic pandemics, at times
infecting and devastating most of the
world. To begin our journey on the
Santa Fe Trail, I want to take you to
a specific time and place. It’s May
17, 1824, and the place is Dr. John
Sappington’s home in Arrow Rock,
Missouri. A Santa Fe caravan with
83 men led by Meredith Miles Marmaduke and Augustus Storrs stopped
in Arrow Rock for two reasons. The
first was that Marmaduke wanted to
visit with his fiancée, Dr. Sappington’s
young daughter Lavinia. The second
was to obtain from Sappington a
quantity of a life-saving substance –
quinine. The result was that, by taking
the daily dose of quinine prescribed by
Dr. Sappington, along the entire route
of the Santa Fe Trail, not a single man
fell ill from malaria.1
In contrast, when Fort Leavenworth
was being constructed in 1827-1828
along the Missouri River, the troops
building the fort were stricken with
so severe a malaria outbreak that only
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32 out of 174 were left fit for duty. At
the same time, a large group of Kansa
or Kaw people arrived at the mouth
of the Kansas River near present-day
Kansas City to receive their treaty annuities: most fell ill with malaria and
70 of them died. Malaria was so bad
at Fort Leavenworth that the post was
abandoned for about six months in
1829 during the summer and early fall
when the disease was rampant.2
Malaria is an age-old disease probably predating humans. It is endemic
throughout much of the world. Malaria symptoms alternate between
high burning fever and bone-chilling
cold accompanied by extreme shaking,
headaches, exhaustion, nausea, aching
joints, and bloody urine. Malaria kills
by clogging blood circulation in the
major organs or the brain, leading to
organ failure and death. Malaria survivors endure periodic returns of the
disease symptoms, and their skin often
has a yellow or jaundiced appearance.3
During the Santa Fe Trail era, doctors
called malaria intermittent fever, tertian fever or bilious fever and correctly
traced its origin to wet and swampy
areas. They thought it spread through
invisible miasmas or odors carried
in the air. They were right about the
breeding ground of malaria, but for
the wrong reasons.
The name malaria comes from Italy,
where the disease was called Mal
Aria – literally bad air because of the
supposed spread of malaria through
miasmas in the air.
We now know that the disease is
spread by parasitic bacteria carried
by the Anopheles mosquito and carried by its saliva into humans when
it bites them. Western travelers were
tormented by huge mosquito swarms
and Meriwether Lewis wrote in his
journal of July 15, 1806, “The musquetoes continue to infest us in such
manner that we can scarcely exist …
my dog even howls with the torture he
Wagon Tracks

experiences from them … they are so
numerous that we frequently get them
in our throats when we breathe.”4
Among the millions of malaria sufferers were eight United States
presidents: George Washington, James
Monroe, Andrew Jackson, Abraham
Lincoln, U.S. Grant, James Garfield,
Theodore Roosevelt, and John F. Kennedy.
How did doctors typically treat malaria? In 1828 The U.S. Army Doctor
William Beaumont at Fort Crawford
in Wisconsin gave patients the typical
treatment of ipecac to induce vomiting, calomel (which is a mercury compound), bleeding, and raising blisters
by placing plasters coated with powder
from blister beetles on the skin5. The
reigning theory of disease, originating from the ancient Greek physician
Galen, decreed that exterior stimulus
might be involved, but the source of
disease was within the body, resulting from an imbalance or irritation of
the basic bodily fluids: blood, phlegm,
black bile, and yellow bile. A cure
meant rearranging these fluids and
restoring their balance. So bloodletting, inducing vomiting, cleaning out
the body with laxatives, or releasing
fluids through blistering would cure
the disease.6
The Santa Fe trail route from Independence, Missouri to Santa Fe
followed the Missouri and Arkansas
Rivers as well as crossings of the Cimarron, the Little Arkansas, the Pawnee Fork, the Canadian, the Neosho,
and the Picketwire as well as dozens
of smaller streams and creeks – their
swampy banks providing ideal breeding grounds for the swarms of mosquitoes that bedeviled travelers.7
All these people could have been
saved from the ravages of malaria by
a medication known for at least two
centuries: the inner bark of the cinchoña tree. Jesuit missionaries in Peru
learned of the curative powers of this
15
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bark and brought it to Europe around
1630. The dried inner bark was amazingly effective against malaria and was
known as “Jesuit’s Bark” or “Peruvian
Bark.” There were difficulties because
bark from different trees had different
properties and it was hard to create a
specific dosage for treatment.8
That issue was solved in 1820 when
two French doctors managed to
refine pure sulfate of quinine from
cinchoña bark. An American doctor,
John H. Sappington, learned of this
and became one of the great medical saviors of the Santa Fe Trail. Dr.
Sappington was born in Maryland,
studied medicine in Philadelphia, then
moved to Arrow Rock, Missouri, on
the Santa Fe Trail. Treating hundreds
of fever patients, Sappington became
convinced that the traditional medical
treatments were mistaken, and that
quinine found in cinchona bark could
prevent and alleviate malaria.9
Sappington bought a large quantity
of quinine and began administering it
to his patients. By 1832 he was offering quinine in pill form at one dollar
per box. He employed an army of
salesmen to market his quinine pills,
and in 1844 alone they sold 500,000
boxes of pills. In that year Sappington published a book on treatment
of fevers, in which he challenged the
traditional medical treatments.10 He
stated,“While the larger number of
physicians consider depletion, either
by bleeding, puking, or purging, or by
the use of nauseating medicines … the
author … relies almost exclusively on
tonics and their auxiliaries to effect
the same desirable object.”11
One person who swore by Sappington’s pills was Susan Shelby Magoffin.
While traveling down the Santa Fe
Trail with her husband in 1846, Susan
was stricken with malaria symptoms
and was sick with fever for three
weeks. Dr. Richard French Simpson
of the U.S. Dragoons treated her with
blue pills, oil, and other “nauseating
doses.” She said the “… chief cure was
Dr. Sappington’s pills … which I must
ever eulogize as a medicine of fine

qualities.” When her relative Gabriel
Valdez became ill with malaria, she
nursed him starting with “Sappington’s celebrated fever and ague pills.”12
When the Army of the West under Colonel Stephen Watts Kearny
marched down the Santa Fe Trail in
1846 to invade Mexican territory, either quinine was not brought or there
was not enough of it. The result was
that the troops were devastated by
malaria. The occupation troops who
followed in 1847 fared no better. In
the 1st Illinois Volunteer Infantry, 102
men were stricken with malaria out of
about 900 in the regiment.13 The military hospital in Santa Fe was crowded
with suffering soldiers and the medical situation among American troops
was miserable, with the aftereffects of
disease still afflicting them when they
returned home at the end of the war
in 1848.14
As the Union Army advanced farther
into the South during the American
Civil War from 1861 to 1865, they entered areas where malaria was endemic
and deadly. One Michigan soldier
stationed near Little Rock, Arkansas
commented that, “… the people look
as if they have had the ague all their
life.”15 Though the Federal government made heroic efforts to provide
enough quinine for the troops, simply
transporting it to the Army was often
impossible as the Union forces moved
rapidly into remote areas poorly connected by roadways. The result was
that Union soldiers suffered from 1.3
million cases of malaria during the
Civil War. One Union soldier stationed near Charleston, South Carolina reported,
Even overcoats are no protection from
the torturing rascals, who pierce through
everything. Sleep is of course impossible
with such a ravenous hoard of bloodsuckers singing and biting and buzzing . . .
getting up your sleeves and trouser legs,
crawling slyly down your neck or dashing into your ears and throat, wearing a
fellow’s life out with coughing, slapping,
pinching and scratching.16
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Soldiers along the Santa Fe Trail also
suffered, especially from the lack of
adequate hospital facilities. The Assistant Surgeon at Fort Larned, W.H.
Forwood, wrote to the War Department:
I have the honor to request that I may
be furnished with one hospital in good
order, for use of the sick at this post. The
adobe building now used for this purpose
is about worn out, and in a condition
which renders it liable to fall down on
the sick at every storm that comes ... It
was custom in former times to look after
the comfort of the sick as one of the first
things in building a post, but here it
seems to have been left to the last, and,
finally, by some oversight, neglected altogether. . . 17
Even after the war, malaria remained
a scourge in New Mexico. As survey
work for the Atchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe Railroad advanced south
from Trinidad in 1877-1878, it was
severely delayed because almost all
the men on the surveying crews came
down with malaria.18
Finally, in 1880, the last year of the
Santa Fe Trail’s importance as an
international and national highway,
a glimmer of hope arrived. Dr. Alphonse Laveran, a French Army doctor stationed in North Africa, was able
to identify the parasitic bacteria that
carried malaria.19 This led the way to
the discovery by Dr. Ronald Ross in
1897 that mosquitoes were the carriers of the disease, and to the ability to
find ways to finally control malaria.20
Let’s move now to a very familiar
place: the banks of the Arkansas River,
the border between the United States
and Mexico. The year is 1833 and
we’re in a group of cabins and shelters surrounded by a small wooden
stockade. The men inside are working
on building a huge adobe fortress and
trading post along the Santa Fe Trail.
But now most of them are covered
with the disfiguring pustules showing
that they are stricken with smallpox.
Among them are the owners and con16
November 2021

et al.: Wagon Tracks Volume 36, Issue 1 (November 2021)

struction managers, William Bent and
Ceran St. Vrain, and their employee
Kit Carson. Most of the workers from
Taos are flat on their backs and helpless. Bent sends some of the healthy
men as messengers to warn the local
Southern Cheyenne not to approach
the stockade.
After the epidemic ran its course,
Bent burned the stockade and everything in it. So many of the workers
died that work on the fort was “seriously delayed.” A whole new crew of
workers had to be recruited in Taos to
complete it.21
Smallpox was perhaps the most
devastating disease brought by Europeans to the New World. It was a
virus called Variola spread by personal
contact, and victims were covered by
pus-filled vesicles that left disfiguring
pits behind them. They suffered from
nausea, headaches, severe stomach
pain, fatigue, delirium, and diarrhea.
Smallpox kills by crippling the immune system, leaving the patient
helpless against body-wide infections
and blood toxins. With no exposure or
immunity, smallpox killed as many as
95% of the indigenous people exposed
to it.22
In the Middle East and Africa, inoculation or variolation to prevent smallpox had been known for centuries.
It was brought to America by an enslaved person from Africa, Onesimus,
in 1715. You did it by making a slit in
a person’s arm, then inserting a small
quantity of live material from a smallpox patient’s vesicles. The inoculated
person would get a (hopefully) mild
case of smallpox and then be immune
after their recovery.23
By the 1770s inoculation was widely
accepted and during the winter of
1777-1778, General George Washington ordered all the troops at Valley
Forge to be inoculated against smallpox, and he had his wife Martha and
his stepchildren inoculated.24
The world’s first true vaccine was developed by Dr. Edward Jenner in EngPublished
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land in the late 1700s. He noticed that
farmers who acquired cowpox, a much
milder form of smallpox, from their
animals never got smallpox afterward.
He was able to develop a vaccine from
cowpox and test it on a village boy.
The announcement of a preventative
for smallpox spread throughout the
world and was brought to America in
1800.25
Inoculation was controversial ever
since it was introduced to the Western world. During the 1721 smallpox
epidemic in Boston, opposition was
so strong that a bomb was thrown
into the home of Cotton Mather, the
clergyman promoting inoculation. A
small number of people developed
full-blown fatal cases of smallpox after
inoculation. When vaccination was
developed by Dr. Jenner, people were
still fearful of having material from
cows introduced into their systems,
as shown in a cartoon from the early
1800s.26
As part of a massive attempt by the
Spanish monarchy to vaccinate all
Spanish subjects throughout the
world, in 1805 Dr. Cristoval Larrañaga, a Spanish Army doctor stationed
in the Santa Fe Presidio, traveled all
through northern Mexico vaccinating
as many people as he could. During
his heroic journey he noted that out of
4,728 adults in the Albuquerque district, only one had not suffered from
smallpox. This gives an indication of
just how widespread the disease was
near the future route of the Santa Fe
Trail.27
Though vaccination was available
for white and black Americans and
for some native tribes such as the
Osage, the native people living near
the Santa Fe Trail suffered a smallpox apocalypse. In the late 1830s a
massive smallpox pandemic swept
through the tribes of the Upper Missouri River and the Great Plains.
At least one-third of all the native
people across the Great Plains died.
The Kiowa referred to the winter of
1839-1840 as the “smallpox winter.”
The Comanche suffered successive
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epidemics in 1848 and 1862. By about
1851, smallpox dropped the numbers
of Comanche people from 20,000 to
about 12,000.28 As Matotopa or Four
Bears, one of the most powerful Mandan chiefs, lay dying from smallpox,
he bitterly condemned the whites who
brought smallpox and urged his warriors to exterminate them: “I do not
fear death my friends, you know it but
to die with my face rotten, that even
the wolves will shrink with horror at
seeing me and say to themselves that
is the 4 bears the friend of the whites
– think of your wives, children, brothers, sisters, friends … all dead or dying,
with their faces all rotten, caused by
those dogs the whites, think of all that
my friends and rise all together and
not leave one of them alive.”29
In 1846 a treaty forced the Kansa
people to live on a 250,000-acre reservation near Council Grove, Kansas,
close to the Santa Fe Trail. The malnourished Kansa were devastated by
smallpox slithering up the Santa Fe
Trail from the Southwest in 1855.
The pandemic killed more than onethird of all the Kansa, and the tribal
numbers continued to diminish, until
by 1902, only a pitiful remnant of 249
Kansa people remained.30
The final smallpox outbreak along the
Santa Fe Trail before it faded into
history happened over the winter of
1877-1878. Near Fort Union there
was a rowdy “hog ranch” town named
Loma Parda rife with saloons, gambling dens and whorehouses. When
smallpox hit in this sinkhole and Las
Vegas, the post surgeon, Carlos Carvallo, quarantined stricken soldiers
inside the fort and barred anyone from
entering the fort grounds. The result
was containment of smallpox within
the fort and prevention of its spread
from the neighboring communities
which were hit hard. After the epidemic passed, Carvallo burned all the
quarantine tents along with the equipment exposed to smallpox.31
Now, we’re traveling back to Arrow
Rock, Missouri on the Santa Fe Trail.
The date is June 7, 1849. On that day
17
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a healthy, active six-year-old boy was
attacked by stomach cramps and diarrhea at 10 P.M. His watery diarrhea
had small white particles in it that
resembled grains of rice. By the next
morning his skin had a strange bluish
tinge to it, he was vomiting violently,
and emitting the rice-water diarrhea.
At eight a.m. he died. And so cholera
claimed yet another victim along the
Santa Fe Trail.32
Cholera is a disease of the small
intestine. The bacteria reproduce in
huge numbers and inject toxins into
the intestinal cells. In extreme cases
the victim will lose 30% of their body
weight in hours. The organism effectively converts the human body into
a factory for multiplying itself a millionfold. Victims die of dehydration.
The lack of water causes reduction in
the volume of blood. The heart pumps
faster to keep blood flowing and all
the major organs fail.33
Cholera is caused by drinking water
contaminated with human feces. But
during much of the 19th Century it
was assumed that cholera was carried
by invisible miasmas in the air created
by rotting vegetation, human and animal waste, and bad odors.34
Malaria could be treated with quinine;
smallpox could be prevented by vaccination. But given the conditions along
the Santa Fe Trail, there was no effective treatment for cholera. Traditional
treatments included leeching, castor
oil, rhubarb used as a laxative, and
brandy. Another popular remedy was
calomel: mercurous chloride. Calomel
could be formed into a plug similar to
a plug of tobacco called blue mass, and
blue mass could be rolled into pills.
Overenthusiastic use of calomel could
cause symptoms of mercury poisoning,
including mercurial gangrene, causing the soft tissue inside the mouth to
slough off in a putrid mass.35
The first major cholera pandemic to
threaten the Santa Fe Trail happened
in 1833. By that time India, Afghanistan, Russia, Europe, and Great Britain were enveloped by the pandemic.

It reached America on board Irish
immigrant ships and was spread by
troops being sent west to fight the
Black Hawk War, reaching up and
down America’s River corridors. It
killed 5,000 people in New Orleans
alone and 18,000 people in Texas. But
cholera did not seriously impact the
Santa Fe Trail that year. Why?
There seem to be two answers: timing
and the vigilance of Mexican officials.
Newspaper articles seem to show that
cholera did not arrive in Missouri
until late May or June, 1833, after the
annual wagon caravans had already
left for Santa Fe. At the other end of
the trail in Santa Fe, Mexican government officials established a health and
sanitation committee, a quarantine
system for incoming caravans, and
sanitation standards for public cleanliness and even food preparation. For
instance, Charles Bent’s caravan arrived in Santa Fe in August and may
have been quarantined. As a result of
these efforts, there was no cholera outbreak in New Mexico in 1833.36
But the story was different in 18491855, when the deadliest cholera
pandemic of all devastated most of
the world. In America, 5,000 people
died in New York City, 6,000-8,000
people died in Cincinnati, more than
4,500 in St. Louis, 700 in Detroit, and
the disease was spread by emigrants
along the Oregon Trail. Travelers on
that trail described rows of as many
as fifteen cholera graves clustered together.37 George Bent described how
cholera came to the Cheyenne from
these Oregon Trail emigrants and how
his family caught it while visiting the
Kiowa Sun Dance ceremony in Kansas.38
Eventually William Bent would lose
his mother-in-law, Tall Woman ,and
two other Cheyenne relatives. The
tribes would scatter in every direction,
destroying the trade at Bent’s Fort.
The old people told George Bent that
at least half the Southern Cheyenne
died during this cholera pandemic,
and the Lakota, Blackfeet, Kiowa, and
Comanche were also hard hit. With
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trade at his fort devastated, his wife
Owl Woman dead in childbirth, his
brothers Robert, George, and Charles
all dead, and the government never
repaying him for debts incurred during the War with Mexico and failing
to meet his price for the fort, William
blew up part of it and abandoned it.39
The 1849-1855 cholera pandemic
was so much more devastating than
the one in 1833 because there were
so many additional trails across the
American West, offering so many new
avenues for the spread of infectious
disease. The lure of gold in California added thens of thousands to the
numbers of trail travelers. By 1849 the
Santa Fe Trail and the Old Spanish
Trail were joined by the Emigrant, or
Oregon Trail, the Mormon Trail, and
the California Trail. The tribes were
increasingly contained within enclaves
created by the trails.40
The cholera pandemic of the late
1840s and early 1850s hit London
hard. In 1854 4,000 people died in
three weeks in the slum district of
Soho. By tracing the locations of the
individual cases, Dr. John Snow was
able to prove that the disease originated in contaminated water from a well
in Broad Street. His statistical analysis
proved that cholera originated in contaminated water, not through miasmas
in the air. But it took many years for
his theory to be accepted.41
There was one final cholera pandemic,
in 1866-1867. In London, the last
outbreak occurred, killing more than
5,000 people in the neighborhood
where the new sewer network had not
been completed. Meanwhile, in the
United States a vast transformation
took place as the Army was reorganized in the aftermath of the Civil
War. The thousands of volunteer regiments, and the “galvanized Yankee”
units of former Confederate soldiers
were being mustered out and the
western forts were being re-garrisoned
by regular Army troops. In 1866, these
soldiers carried cholera, which originated in the Army from recruits at
Governors Island in New York. From
18
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there it migrated with the troops to
the western forts, and they suffered
2,813 cases of cholera, killing 1,269
men.42
In 1867, the disease seems to have followed the 38th U.S. Colored Infantry
as it moved west along the Santa Fe
and Smoky Hill Trails to garrison the
forts along those trails. It might have
easily been spread by civilian teamsters and wagoneers traveling with
the troops. In any case, the pandemic
killed nearly 200 soldiers and civilian
employees at Fort Harker and nearby
Ellsworth, Kansas.
It followed the troops along the
Santa Fe Trail to Fort Zarah, Fort
Larned, Fort Dodge, Fort Lyon, and
Fort Union. As many as six deaths a
day were recorded at Fort Dodge. In
less than a month the 38th Infantry
suffered 38 cases of cholera and 12
deaths. When the troops reached Fort
Union, they were quarantined for
several weeks outside the fort until it
was safe for them to enter. Tragically,
most Army surgeons at that time still
thought of miasma as the source of
cholera, despite Dr. Snow’s pioneering
research.43

concerns about the after-effects of the
vaccine, plus conflict over violations
of personal liberty – most of the exact
same objections to vaccination that are
heard today.45
The dismaying parallel with today’s
COVID-19 pandemic is that the
people who are suffering the most are
in the world’s poorest nations and the
world’s indigenous people. Indigenous
people are already suffering from limited access to health care, clean water,
and adequate medical facilities. Their
often-remote locations compound
the problem. In Africa, only about
2% of the 1.3 billion people living on
the continent have been vaccinated.
They are suffering just as the Native
American people here suffered from
imported European diseases.46
Throughout the twentieth century,
smallpox was gradually being eliminated through vaccination and other
public health measures. By the early
1950s it was gone in Europe and the
United States. In 1967 the World
Health Organization (WHO) began
a massive effort to eradicate smallpox
around the world. Within a decade,
cases were dwindling in Asia and then
in Africa. On May 8, 1980, the WHO
announced that smallpox had been
eradicated worldwide.47

The most tragic result of these pandemics and outbreaks of other diseases
brought from the Old World, plus the
curse of alcoholism, was the death of
up to 95% of the indigenous people in
some areas. The estimated pre-Columbian population of about ten million
native people in the United States had
shrunk to less than 250,000 by 1900,
and it was anticipated that the Native
American people in the United States
would simply vanish. Native Americans, once seen as a menace, were now
the subject matter of nostalgic paintings and sculptures by Frederick Remington and Charlie Russell.44

China has recently eliminated malaria
among its 1.3 billion people, according to the World Health Organization. Australia, Brunei,and Singapore
in that region have also conquered
malaria, and 40 other countries and
territories have eradicated the disease.
Still, there were more than 400,000
deaths from malaria in 2019, 94 percent of them in Africa. Cholera is also
still a major killer, with more than one
million cases reported in Yemen in
2020.48

One parallel with today is the controversy over vaccination. There was
a huge anti-vaccination movement in
the late 1800s, and the Anti-Vaccination Society of America was formed in
1879. There were religious objections,
controversy over the cause of smallpox,

Could it be that after the COVID-19
pandemic has been brought under
control, that the nations can again
focus on mankind’s most ancient enemies, and that malaria and cholera
can also be eliminated from the world
in the same way as smallpox? Then the
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world and its people would be finally
free of these afflictions – the diseases
of the Santa Fe Trail.
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2021 Santa Fe Trail Association Hall of Fame Inductees Named
The Santa Fe Trail Association is pleased to induct sixteen individuals into its Hall of Fame in 2021. Individuals who lived
prior to 1900 and traveled the Santa Fe Trail and/or made a significant contribution to or had an impact on history of the
Santa Fe Trail are eligible for the Historic Hall of Fame. Individuals who lived after 1900 who have been significant in the
study of the Santa Fe Trail, or have made a significant contribution to preservation of the Trail, historic information, artifacts
or remnants related to the Trail are eligible for the Modern Hall of Fame.

Left to right: Nestor Armijo, Rankin Scott Kelly, Charles Turnbull Hayden, and Martin Amador.

Left to right: Leland
Carl Zerbe, Lou
Austin, and Richard
Carrillo
Left to right: Don and
Doris Cress, Mary and
Leo Gamble
Photo credits: Armijo:, Albuquerque
Museum; Kelly, Colorado Springs
Pioneers Museum; Hayden, public
domain; Amador, public domain.
Zerbe, Allison Zerbe; Austin, John
Schumacher; Carillo, Nicholas
Carillo. Cress, Lynn Cress; Gamble,
Santa Fe Trail Association archives.
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John Van Deusen DuBois: 1833 – 1879
Miguel Antonio Otero: 1829 – 1882
A major contributor to the economic development of New
Mexico, Miguel Antonio Otero was born in Valencia,
Nuevo México, on June 21, 1829, to Don Vicente Otero
and Doña Gertrudis Aragón de Otero, natives of Spain
who had come to New Mexico as colonists. Don Vicente
had held prominent civic positions as judge and mayor in
Valencia County, under both Spanish and Mexican Governments.
Miguel Otero received his early education in Valencia. In
1841 he enrolled at St. Louis University in Missouri and
subsequently graduated from Pingree College in Fishkill,
New York, where he taught while he began his study of law.
In 1851 he returned to Missouri, where he studied law and
was admitted to the bar.
In 1852 Otero became the private secretary to the Governor of New Mexico, William C. Lane, and was elected to
the second Legislative Assembly of the territory of New
Mexico. In 1854 he was appointed attorney general for the
territory, and served for two years. On March 4, 1856, he
was seated as a delegate to the U.S. House of Representatives, after successfully contesting the election of José Manuel Gallegos. With the support of Bishop Lamy of New
Mexico, Otero was reelected to the next two Congresses. A
strong supporter of the railroad, Otero devoted much of his
efforts to the construction of the transcontinental railroad
through New Mexico.
Otero failed in a subsequent bid for reelection to Congress.
His business endeavors in merchandizing, banking, and
farming, however, were highly successful. In addition, he
was a strong supporter of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa
Fe Railroad. He became one of the founders and later president of the San Miguel National Bank in Las Vegas, New
Mexico, until his death on May 30, 1882.

John Van Deusen DuBois was born August 7, 1833, in
eastern New York to Evelina Van Deusen and Henry Alexander DuBois, the eldest of seven children. Following
a family line of military men, John graduated from West
Point in 1855, tenth in his class of thirty-four. By 1857,
John was a 24-year-old 2nd Lieutenant stationed at Fort
Thorn (near present-day Hatch, New Mexico). Unlike
trappers, traders, and merchants, John came to Texas via the
Gulf of Mexico.
In 1858, John was posted to Fort Union, and on February
3, he was "detailed with twenty-three men to escort the
mail party" eastbound on the Santa Fe Trail. Since John
had never been on the trail, he described the event in his
journal. The portion of the trail that John travelled was the
Cimarron Branch (through New Mexico, Oklahoma, and
Kansas). John recorded information on many of the stops,
such as the Rock Crossing of the Canadian River, Willow Creek near Apache Spring, and Middle Spring, just to
name a few.
They reached their destination at the crossing of the Arkansas River, where they waited for the mail from the east to
arrive. The return trip west followed the trail back to Fort
Union. In addition to traveling the Cimarron Branch of the
Santa Fe Trail, John spent time on the southern portion of
the trail encompassing Las Vegas, Tecolote, and Santa Fe.
He either knew or was familiar with many of the famed
Santa Fe Trail names: Lucien Maxwell, Ceran St. Vrain, Kit
Carson, Charles Bent, and Colonel Magoffin's party.
John served as a Union soldier in the Civil War. After the
war, he was detailed to frontier duty once more, where he
served in New Mexico from 1866-1870, and Arizona, Nebraska, and Wyoming before his retirement in 1876. John
died July 31, 1879, age 46, at Greenport, Columbia County,
New York.
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Martín Amador: 1836 – 1903

Nestor Armijo: 1831 – 1911

Martín Amador was born in Juárez, Mexico, in 1836, and
moved with his mother, Gregoria Rodela de Amador, to the
newly-settled colony of Doña Ana in 1847. In 1861 Martín
married María Refugio Ruiz, the 13-year-old daughter of
Juan Ruiz, a well-to-do El Paso merchant. Ruiz became
one of the mentors who helped Amador succeed.

Nestor Armijo was the eldest son of Juan Cristóbal Armijo
and Juana M. Chávez, members of two of the most influential families in New Mexico. At the age of 12, Nestor attended school in St. Louis University and after completing
his education he returned to Old Town Albuquerque. In
1851 he married Josefa Yrisarri, the daughter of Mariano
Yrisarri, another wealthy entrepreneur.

Although he had limited formal schooling and grew up
speaking Spanish, Martin taught himself English. When
Fort Fillmore was established, Martín worked for George
Hayward, the post suttler, becoming familiar with store
keeping, retailing, wholesaling, and provisioning. He caught
the attention of Horatio Stephenson, a wealthy man from
El Paso, who in 1853 purchased the Santo Domingo de
Las Calzadas mine in the Organ Mountains. Soon Martín
became the paymaster for the mine and the manager of
the smelter. He also hauled salt from the Estancia Valley to
Chihuahua mines. Salt was essential to the Spanish mining
process that was used at that time in Mexican mines.
The 1870 Census identified Martín Amador as a freighter
“33 years of age with real estate assets of $7,000 and personal assets of the same value for a total of $14,000,” making him by far the richest New Mexican freighter listed. At
this time Amador was freighting for himself and other local
merchants to St. Louis, to southern New Mexico forts, to
mining camps, and getting government contracts to provide supplies for the various U.S. Army installations in the
southwest. By this time, he had earned enough funds to
supply hay and lumber to the military.
His successful freighting operations allowed him and his
partner, José Macías, to enlarge their business by opening a
store in Silver City. Amador and Macías were the only Hispano merchants who operated a store in Silver City serving
the growing number of miners in the area. In 1881 Amador
built a house in Las Cruces. By that time, he operated
several businesses, including the Amador Hotel which still
stands today, a general store, a livery stable, and a business
hauling freights and goods from Chihuahua, Mexico to
Santa Fe, New Mexico. The hotel, a major building and local institution, served as housing, a theater, the local jail, a
courtroom, and post office. It is presently unoccupied and
being remodeled, yet it is still an important local landmark.
The coming of the railroad changed business opportunities in the region. He continued to operate his stores, but
the merchandise he sold came not only from the East, but
also from the West Coast. The produce from his farms was
shipped by rail to northern Mexico and southern New
Mexico. He developed a taxi service to and from the railroad depot at Las Cruces. He designed a combined plow
for which he requested a patent in 1901. Martin died February 7, 1903, in Las Cruces, New Mexico, and is buried in
the San Jose Cemetery.
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Shortly after his marriage Nestor made his first trip to
California, following the Gila and the Colorado Rivers, and
eventually crossing the Mohave Desert. He was part of a
team driving 55,000 sheep to gold mining communities and
the San Francisco market. In 1862 he moved to Las Cruces
where he opened a supply store on North Main Street, part
of a chain of similar enterprises in Albuquerque, El Paso,
and Chihuahua.
To supply these stores Nestor regularly travelled to Westport, Missouri, returning often with large wagons full of
various types of general merchandise. He continued such
trips to the east for 20 years, starting in the spring of each
year, and returning in August. Armijo, like other successful
Santa Fe Trail merchants, greatly diversified his operations.
In addition to buying and selling goods, he also invested in
real estate and mining, and worked as an investor, lender,
and speculator.
Though his permanent home was in Las Cruces, Nestor
operated in Chihuahua, Mexico, up to the time of his death.
In 1868 he made a trip there to sell American goods wholesale and also purchased property. Because of political unrest
in 1872, Armijo deemed it unsafe to remain in Chihuahua
and moved back to Las Cruces. He was forced to leave
valuable real estate and lost funds that he had lent. Yet he
would continue to conduct businesses in Mexico.
He continued to travel frequently to Chihuahua to manage his holdings and made investments in that province.
Nestor invested in real estate and banking interests in
Las Cruces and El Paso. In 1877 he purchased a home in
Las Cruces, described as the finest 19th-century house in
Southern New Mexico. He also owned ranches at Tres Ritos (Three Rivers) near Tularosa, New Mexico, and at Janos,
Chihuahua, and purchased several properties around Albuquerque in the 1880s. He did suffer financially from the
Mexican Revolution. Nestor died in 1911.
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Charles Turnbull Hayden: 1825 – 1900

Rankin Scott Kelly: 1826 – 1913

Charles Trumbull Hayden was born in Windsor, Connecticut, April 4, 1825. At age eighteen, he taught school
in New Jersey, and later near New Albany, Indiana, and in
St. Louis, Missouri. As an educator turned entrepreneur,
Hayden saw opportunities in the growing number of migrants moving west and developed a successful business by
delivering merchandise using the Sante Fe Trail from Independence, Missouri, to Santa Fe, New Mexico, and points
west. In 1848 he loaded a wagon with merchandise, and
left Independence, Missouri, for Santa Fe, New Mexico,
where he marketed his goods and returned in the fall.

Rankin Scott Kelly was born July 6, 1826. At the age of 14,
Kelly ran away from his home in Houlton, Maine, because
he thought he had committed a murder during a fight. He
never returned or saw his family again. At age 19, Kelly
volunteered to fight in the Mexican-American War. He
joined Co. B. 1st Pennsylvania Infantry. After his one-year
enlistment ended, Kelly was honorably discharged. Kelly
met future partner Robert Finley, also from Pennsylvania, at
some point, and they both moved to Johnson County, in the
eastern Kansas Territory.

He continued in business at Independence for some time,
but when the gold excitement began in 1849, he outfitted
a train of ox teams, and started over the Santa Fe Trail. He
arrived in Santa Fe late in 1849, and met some parties from
California, who bought his outfit, consisting of 14 wagons
loaded with supplies, each drawn by six yoke of oxen. He
then returned to Missouri to purchase another stock of
goods and establish himself in business in Santa Fe.
He was a passenger on the first Overland Stage to Tucson
in 1858, moving his stock of goods from Santa Fe and establishing himself in business in Tucson. He contracted
with the Government to furnish supplies to the soldiers and
did a large freighting business to the mines, hauling supplies in, and ore out.
From his first trip on the Santa Fe Trail in 1848 to his last
trip in 1861, Hayden hauled large quantities of merchandise over the trail, expanding his business ventures with
each successful trip. By the start of the Civil War, Hayden
had given up his Missouri business, moved his business
center into Arizona, and was working as a freighter, trader,
and merchant.
In 1864, Hayden was appointed First District probate judge
in the new Arizona Territory, all the while still hauling
freight under government contracts. However, by the end of
the Civil War, Hayden followed the army north to central
Arizona. Eventually, he followed business opportunities
south, where he became known as the founder of Tempe,
Arizona.
On October 4, 1876, at the age of 51, Hayden married
Arkansas-born schoolteacher Sallie Calver Davis in Nevada
City, California. The couple would have four children, Carl
Trumbull, Sallie Davis, Anna Spenser and Mary “Mapes”
Calvert. Anna died at two years old but the other three
children lived to maturity.

Rankin, or Scott Kelly as he became known, was a teamster,
carpenter, and a stonemason by trade. He traveled the Santa
Fe Trail in the late spring of 1860 with Robert Finley to the
Pikes Peak Region, prior to Colorado becoming a territory.
Their party of a few other men, eight ox-drawn wagons,
48 head of cattle, and a large supply of provisions, joined a
wagon train of about 50 men, women, and children headed
west on the Santa Fe Trail.
In his wagon were the components for a 12-horse-powered
saw mill. Finley was part owner in the sawmill, which had
initially been operational back in Johnson County. After six
weeks of travel, on June 5, 1860, they reached their destination, Colorado City, a small gold mining supply town settled just the previous year at the base of Pikes Peak. The saw
mill had been disassembled in the eastern Kansas Territory
and was rebuilt after their arrival in the Black Forest, northeast of present-day Colorado Springs. What became known
as the Finley (Weir) Mill was the first operational saw mill
in the region and cut lumber for many early structures. In
1861, Rankin Scott Kelly was appointed the first Sheriff of
El Paso County, in the Colorado Territory. He served from
1861-1867 and survived four shoot-outs with outlaw gangs
and several skirmishes with hostile Indians.
Kelly never married and spent his life in the west. Later,
he made his home in Ouray, Colorado. He returned to
Colorado Springs in 1913 at the age of 87. On November
27, 1913, the Colorado Springs Evening Telegraph reported
that Kelly, age 87, would become the watchman at the Myron Stratton home. During the newspaper interview, Kelly
related that he had learned that the young man he thought
that he had murdered 73 years earlier, was still alive.
Kelly died of pneumonia at the Myron Stratton Home on
December 30, 1913, and is buried in Colorado Springs in
Evergreen Cemetery, Block 57.

Charles Turnbull Hayden died February 5, 1900, in Tempe,
Arizona, at age 74.
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Modern Hall of Fame Inductees

Davy J. Mitchell: 1938 – 2021

Mary Catherine Beardsley Prince: 1846 – 1925

Davy J. Mitchell was born November 24, 1938, in Jal, New
Mexico, to Wayne B. and Boyce (Southward) Mitchell
and his first home in Morton, Texas, was a one room dugout. His family farmed in the Morton community. Davy
earned his Eagle Scout badge and graduated from Morton
High School. He then attended Texas Technological College, earning his Bachelors in Education with a minor in
History/PE. He taught science and coached for a year in
Morton Independent School District. He played catcher
for minor league baseball for a short time.

Mary Catherine Beardsley was born in Oswego, New York,
on September 4, 1846, the daughter of Colonel Samuel
Beardsley and his wife Charlotte Elizabeth Burckle, the
granddaughter of Judge Levi Beardsley and a descendant of
Miles Standish. She began life in surroundings which enabled her to acquire an early interest in American History.

He married Sara Jo Wallace, January 29, 1961 in Morton,
Texas. They lived in Morton; Gunnison, Longmont, and
Boulder in Colorado; and Dalhart and Lubbock in Texas.
Davy sold real estate in Colorado and Texas and later
became owner and operator of The Outdoorsman in Lubbock for 44 years. He loved anything to do with the outdoors, hunting, fishing, and Western American history.
Davy served on the Santa Fe Trail Association board of
directors from 2007-2019 and on various committees,
including membership and special appeals. Davy often
brought friends with him to share in various events along
the Trail. He endlessly pursued knowledge about the historic Santa Fe Trail. He never missed an opportunity to
share his knowledge, his questions, or his passion for the
Santa Fe Trail.

She was married to Governor Prince, a widower, November 17, 1881, and came to New Mexico as a bride to live
in the then Governor’s Mansion, the famous Palace of the
Governors. On the August 18, 1894, (four years after the
formation of the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution), Mrs. Adlai Stevenson, President GeneralNSDAR, appointed Mary Catherine State Regent of New
Mexico. On December 9, 1903, Mary Catherine suggested
marking the old Santa Fe Trail in New Mexico. Twenty-one
Salida granite markers were placed at a cost of over $700,
with six hundred dollars appropriated by the Legislature of
New Mexico.
Mary Catherine had one child, a son, one granddaughter,
and three grandsons. Her son and grandchildren were born
in New Mexico. Mary Catherine passed away on December 25, 1925, at her home in Santa Fe, New Mexico. She is
buried in Flushing, Long Island, New York, beside her husband, LeBaron Bradford Prince.

Davy Mitchell died in Lubbock, April 1, 2021.
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Lou Austin: 1947 – 2019

Richard Carrillo: 1945 – 2014

Known as Lou Austin, Louis Edward Schumacher, Jr. was
born in Peoria, Illinois, December 30, 1947, to Louis E.
Schumacher and Sara N. Price Schumacher. Lou graduated
from Ruskin High School in Kansas City in 1965, obtained
a bachelor degree from University of Missouri, and a law
degree from University of Missouri Kansas City in 1974.
He served in the Kansas Army National Guard from 19691976. He founded the Austin Law firm in 1981.

Richard Carrillo grew up in La Junta, Colorado, surrounded
by the history of the Santa Fe Trail and Bent’s Old Fort,
where he developed a passion for historical archaeology
during the mid-1960s. He earned a B.A. in Anthropology
from the University of Kansas in 1971. He worked for the
Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology at the University of South Carolina, Columbia. Following his return to
Colorado in 1981, Richard performed historical archeological studies throughout the American West, becoming
recognized as one of the foremost regional scholars on the
history of southeastern Colorado and the Santa Fe Trail.
He founded Cuartelejo HP Associates, Inc. and was owner
and principal of the firm until his death.

Through his love for history and the neighborhood, Lou
championed the historical trails in south Kansas City Missouri and, with the assistance of historic trails organizations,
and collaboration with the U. S. National Park Service, he
had his hand in a variety of projects, from trails at Avila
University, to the recent National Park Service Certification of Palestine Cemetery at 93rd and Old Santa Fe Road,
where he brought together students from Ruskin High
School, researchers and students from University of Missouri-Kansas City, and scientists from the U. S. Geological
Survey.
Lou was involved with the National Park Service and MidAmerica Regional Council retracement corridor project
of the Santa Fe, Oregon, and California National Historic
Trails from Sugar Creek, Missouri, to Gardner, Kansas,
with a particular emphasis on South Kansas City. His efforts were acknowledged by many with the Award of Merit
from The Santa Fe Trail Association, the Alvin Brooks
Lifetime Service Award, and many others.
Lou was instrumental in creating the Kansas City Missouri,
Trails KC plan and the 6th District Pedestrian Intermodal
Transportation Connector Trail plan in 2010, providing for
future shared-use trail development and corridor preservation. These trails started at the Wieduwilt Swales at 85th
and Manchester and ended at New Santa Fe Cemetery at
State Line Road. Many locations and projects in between
bear the mark of Lou, such as pedestrians trails and larger
than life historical silhouettes at Santa Fe Elementary
school, trail sections along 93rd Street, and Schumacher
Park.
Through Lou’s efforts, funding was secured for construction of the Powder Mill Pedestrian bridge over I-435 at
Bannister Road, eliminating a major trail barrier in South
Kansas City. He was instrumental in getting a shared use
pedestrian bridge over I-49. Combined with the Kansas
City Area Transit Authority, he helped create the 3-Trails
Station transit facility at 9449 Blue Ridge.

For many years Richard spearheaded the research and management of the historic site of Boggsville, where he and
colleagues conducted numerous archaeological field schools
between 1994 and 1998. Richard also served as the administrator of the Boggsville Historic Site, which included the
duties of maintenance, interpretations, and tour guide.
In 1999 Richard conducted the last of a series of joint archaeological field schools with the University of Colorado
at Colorado Springs, surveying, testing and documenting
Bent’s New Fort, Fort Wise, and Bent's Cabin Site on the
Santa Fe Trail.
Beginning in 2011, Richard began a series of archaeological
investigations at Bent’s New Fort in collaboration with the
site’s owners and other groups, including the National Park
Service and the Santa Fe Trail Association, in the effort to
preserve and interpret the privately-owned site and make it
accessible to the public. Through his work, Bent’s New Fort
was literally put on the map.
Richard authored and co-authored numerous reports and
academic papers and was a contributing author of several
notable publications. He taught at Otero Junior College
and Lamar Community College. He served on the Colorado Historic Preservation Review Board, as well as on
boards and committees for many archaeology and preservation organizations in the state. He was recognized by
the Colorado Council of Professional Archaeologists, who
named Richard a Fellow in 2013, and in 2014 he received
the Stephen Hard Award for Archaeology from History
Colorado.
Richard died on September 21, 2014.

In addition to historical trails, Lou tirelessly supported
south Kansas City, serving on many committees. Lou died
on August 29, 2019. His ashes were scattered at Schumacher Park.
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Don Cress: 1918 – 2017
Doris Cress: 1923 – 2015

Mary A. (Brewer) Gamble: 1914 – 2002
Leo E. Gamble: 1912 – 2002

Don Cress was born December 29th, 1918, to Alonzo V.
Cress & Sarah Bird Cress in Council Grove, Kansas. Don
graduated from Council Grove High School in 1937 and
began farming.
Doris was born August 27, 1923 as the only child to
Charles Wild & Esther Mcrabb Wild. Doris graduated
from Wilsey High School in 1941.
In 1940 Don bought the Bird family farm and married Doris M. Wild. Don and Doris ran the family farm for nearly
70 years, raising three children. Don started a registered
Short Horn cow herd in 1948. In the mid-1950s, Don
started selling life insurance for American General and later
expanded to selling crop insurance throughout the State.
Don and Doris were always interested in the history of
the Santa Fe Trail that passed through Council Grove and
helped organize re-enactments of historical events presented by the community during Washunga Days and the
“Voices of the Wind People” pageant in Council Grove.
As a member of the Morris County Historical Society, Doris was instrumental in designing and giving guided tours of
the area and served as a tour guide for nine years. She also
helped develop signage for historical homes around Council Grove and worked on a City of Trees project to date the
age of historic trees in the town.
Don and Doris were founding members of the Heart of
the Flint Hills Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Association
in 1987, and Don also served as president of the chapter. In
1999 Don organized an annual trail ride along the Santa Fe
Trail, that was open to the public, and started each year at
different points along the trail. He led or participated in the
trail ride for the next 12 years.
Don and Doris helped promote Old Stone Barn Day,
bringing awareness to the preservation of the stone barn
built in 1873 by Council Grove founder Seth Hays east of
Council Grove. In 1990 Don helped secure national landmark status for the stone barn and worked on its restoration
that began in 1989.
Don built his own stagecoach, and he and Doris gave rides
at many parades and events around east central Kansas.
They participated in many Wah-Shun-Gah Days parades
with their horses and stagecoach.

Both Leo and Mary were born in Kansas, Leo in Greensburg in 1912 and Mary in Cimarron in 1914. Living on or
near the Santa Fe Trail must have given them “trail fever,”
as they were true advocates for preserving the history of the
trail. Leo was a railroad man, working his entire 38-year
career with the Santa Fe Railroad. During the Dust Bowl
years, Leo started as a track laborer but worked his way up
to track supervisor. Leo was a WW II veteran and served
in the U.S. Navy. Mary worked for the Dodge City Daily
Globe and the public library. During their marriage and
raising three sons, the family lived in Kansas, Oklahoma,
and Colorado, always near the Santa Fe Trail. In retirement
years they made their home in Baca County, Colorado, near
the Aubry Cutoff.
Leo and Mary Gamble worked to locate the Santa Fe Trail
and the Aubry Cutoff in Colorado. They were both charter
members of SFTA, and Mary served several terms as a
SFTA Board member. Both were quite active in the Cimarron Cutoff Chapter.
Mary was determined that the Colorado Society DAR
should locate and maintain the Santa Fe Trail markers after
nearly 90 years of neglect. Mary was appointed Trail chairman for the Colorado Society, DAR, and began to tell the
story and importance of the Santa Fe Trail to DAR chapters. Mary and Leo undertook the challenge to find, photograph, and document the DAR markers in Colorado. Over
a two-year period, this was accomplished, and they coauthored the “little blue book” entitled Santa Fe Trail Markers in Colorado, (Spearville News, Spearville, Kansas, 1987,)
which has become the best written record of the Colorado
Society DAR marking efforts. The Gambles awakened interest and renewed stewardship of a true resource in Colorado, and inspired many to travel and learn about the Santa
Fe Trail.
The Gamble family has donated some of Leo and Mary’s
research materials to SFTA. Leo Gamble was the photographer of the two and many of his photos are archived in
the same collection.
After 68 years of marriage, Leo and Mary died only six
weeks apart in 2002. Their graves are in Springfield Cemetery, Springfield, Colorado.

In 2009, Donald and Doris were awarded the Morris
County Conservation District Grassland Award for improvements made to the land on the family farm. That same
year they moved to Olathe, Kansas, to be near family. Doris
died January 26, 2015, at the age of 91. Don died February
5, 2017 at the age of 99.
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Leland Carl Zerbe: 1930 – 2020
Leland Carl Zerbe was born April 12, 1930, on a farm
south of Alta Vista, Kansas. Leland graduated from Alta
Vista High School in 1948 and joined the United Stated
Navy and was stationed in San Diego, California. He returned back to the Alta Vista area and went to work for
Beech Aircraft at Delavan, Kansas.
He later helped construct and manage Western Grain Mill
in Council Grove, managed Council Grove Livestock Auction, and was Morris County Weed Director until retirement. Leland enjoyed sports in high school and was active
in CG Jaycees and played many baseball games with them.
He was a member of the Rotary Club, an officer on the
board of directos of Flint Hills Rural Electric Cooperative
Association, and president of the board of Flint Hills Development, helping to bring the first satellite TV dishes to
the area.
Leland volunteered for the Heart of the Flint Hills SFTA
Chapter for decades. He served on the Trail Ride Committee and both planned and participated in trail rides. Over
the years, he rode the trail by horseback across Kansas and
into New Mexico. He also participated in the historical
pageant, Voices of the Wind People, during some of the early
performances. He, along with other trail riders, were a part
of a pack train with horses,that crossed the stage several
times during each performance. Leland had a lasting impact on other trail riders.
One of Leland's favorite things was riding a good horse,
several of which he trained. Every year he helped gather
cattle for the Rotary Cutting Horse contest. During one
contest, he won a watch for best cutter in the local cowboy
division, of which he was quite proud. He helped many
ranchers gather cattle off Flint Hill pastures, one year commenting he had helped gather and load enough cattle to fill
over ninety (90) semi-trucks in that summer alone. Having
a farm shop was another joy, where over the years he built
or reconstructed many pieces of farm equipment, often
welding a broken machinery part for a neighbor. Later during retirement, he would build cowboys, bucking bulls, and
many other items out of horseshoes.
He died on December 9, 2020, at age 90.

Margaret Long: 1873 – 1957
Margaret Long was born in 1873 to a wealthy and influential Massachusetts family. Her father, John David Long,
was governor of Massachusetts from 1880 to 1883, and
Secretary of the Navy from 1897 to 1902. After graduating from college, Margaret traveled in Europe and studied
there. Margaret then attended the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology and entered a three-year medical program
at Johns Hopkins Medical School. She became a doctor in
1903.
In 1905 she contracted tuberculosis and moved to Colorado
to recover. There she did medical research in Denver hospitals and founded a sanatorium. By 1940 Long was retired,
and she began to devote time to her abiding interest in the
West and western trails. In 1941 she published her first
book, The Shadow of the Arrow, about Death Valley. In 1943
she wrote The Smoky Hill Trail, which went through three
editions, and in 1954 she published her last two books, The
Oregon Trail and her best-known work, The Santa Fe Trail.
The Santa Fe Trail reflects her in-the-field work tracking
down sites and markers across the West, especially the
granite markers placed by the Daughters of the American
Revolution. Much of this field work was done in the 1940s
and early 1950s when many trail remnants were still visible
in rural areas and even in some urban areas. Long also gave
turn-by-turn instructions on how to find these trail sites
and markers. Long was the first to undertake such work on
the Santa Fe Trail, and she was the forerunner of the Hobart Stockings, Marc Simmons, and Greg Franzwas of the
60s, 70s, and 80s. Her book on the Santa Fe Trail, as well as
her books on the Smoky Hill and Oregon trails, have sent
many a modern trail seeker on the dusty backroads of Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Colorado and New Mexico.
Margaret Long's papers are located primarily at three institutions. The major collection of her papers is located at the
University of Colorado at Boulder. This collection includes
most of her papers concerning her work on the western
trails, especially on the Santa Fe Trail, including manuscripts, notes and logs, travel diaries, correspondence, maps,
and extensive photographs from the 1940s and 1950s of the
Santa Fe, Oregon, and Smoky Hill Trails.
A small collection of Margaret's papers is at Smith College
in Northampton, Massachusetts, relating to her time as a
student at Smith College as well as some information on
her historical avocation and work on the western trails.
At the Autry Library in Los Angeles is the third Margaret
Long collection, consisting of her research files for writing
in 1941 her book about Death Valley, The Shadow of the Arrow.
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Quivira Chapter Events Well-Received

Brierson, and Lance Ohnmacht at Ralph's Ruts.

The Quivira Chapter has been busy this summer with
events and activities. We were not without turmoil as
we encountered some hurdles along the way. Due to illness, two of our historical performer camps had to be
postponed. We are working on an extension for our grant
and addressing some details. We hope to have a couple
of weekend workshops and some historical performers at
sites across the chapter. More information will be available
when the plans are finalized.

Our Quivira Chapter Passport Adventure is still going on.
We have heard a lot of people are enjoying the adventure.
One lady from Colorado said they stayed two extra days
in Kansas just to complete their passport book. They just
happened to pick up the book at one of our museum sites.
We have been asked if other chapters have passport books.
It has been a fun activity and we are hoping to raise funds
for a reprint for next year.

In June, we had programs with Jeff Davidson in Sterling,
Jim Gray in Geneseo, and Tom Nestor in Lindsborg.
All were well attended. The Eastern McPherson County
Santa Fe Trail Days on July 24 was very well attended,
and we heard many comments about how much people
enjoyed the events. The previous evening, on July 23, over
100 people attended the program by Leo Oliva at the
McPherson Museum.
The Little Arkansas Rendezvous held August 14 was successful: we estimate that at least 300 people attended. We
even had a Boy Scout troop from Olathe attending and
camping out for the weekend. The cooperation we got
from our landowners was so inspiring and it was so much
fun to show off their sites. We received a note from one
attendee thanking us for the event because she knew how
much work went into the planning. In addition, people
thanked us throughout the event saying how much they
appreciated what we had done. The thanks we received
was very much appreciated and the good attendance made
the event very worthwhile.

We had a booth at the Kansas State Fair on September
18-19, with additional events in late September and
October: September 26, dedication of the Plum Buttes
Massacre Memorial at Ralph's Ruts; October 5, Inman
Museum Annual Meeting with Deb Goodrich presenting;
October 17, Tales from the Trail and Beyond with Robert
Yarmer; and October 23, rededication of the Cow Creek
Crossing/Buffalo Bill's Well DAR marker by the Flores
del Sol chapter of the DAR.
Current information on the chapter 200th activities can
be found at our website www.2021santafetrailkansas.com/
and on our Facebook page. 

The winners of the Quivira Chapter Photo Contest were
announced in July. We had 14 entries and 26 photos entered. The winners were: (age 10 and under) Elina Napier
at Ralph's Ruts and Brooklyn Sowers at Plum Buttes; (age
11-18) Brayden Seek at Swanson's Swales, Jonas Kern at
Stone Corral, and Olivia Napier at Ralph's Ruts; (adult)
Amy Seek at Swanson's Swales, Theresa Murphy at Camp

Jay Clark, Buffalo
Soldier at Camp
Grierson Aug. 14.

Vistors walk in Ralph's Ruts. Photo: Joseph Kern
Published
by UNM
November
2021Digital Repository, 2021

Rice County 4H preps Cow Creek-Buffalo Bill site Oct. 10.
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Council Grove and Heart of the Flint Hills Chapter Honored the Trail with Summer of Events
To quote the opening comments of
the Council Grove's 1921 history of
the 100th SFT anniversary, "History
of the Home Coming," the Home
Coming of 1921 is now a memory
and has become a pleasant and long
to be remembered historical event in
the history of our city," the events of
the summer of 2021 are also a pleasant memory of a summer of wonderful events commemorating the 200th
anniversary of the beginning of the
Santa Fe Trail.
The first weekend event was June
11 and 12. On Friday night we welcomed Michael Martin Murphey,
the honorary chair of the Santa Fe
Trail Bicentennial Commemoration,
in concert in the new amphitheater.
We were honored to feature Mr.
Murphey as the first performance
in the new amphitheater, beside the
Neosho River in Council Grove.
Over 600 people enjoyed the music
of Mr. Murphey and his band.

Gunfight on the Santa Fe Trail was
the next weekend event, July 16 and
17. This event built on the talents
of one of the SFT 200 committee
members, Doc Hinck. Doc, among
other talents, is a gunfight reenactor.
One hundred (actual count) reenactors, plus many other trail days exhibitors brought all their camps and
reenactment skits for the two full
days of activities in the Riverwalk
Park. The Saturday afternoon activi-

ties ended with a "bank robbery" on
the main street, with 70 reenactors,
including the Missouri Mounted
Brigade and the Fort Riley Mounted
Cavalry.
Gunsmoke legend Buck Taylor,
(Newly O'Brien) delighted the visitors for the two days with Q and A's,
signing photos, and just visiting with
his fans. We enjoyed his participation in the event, and he seemed to
enjoy his time in Council Grove.
The Friday and Saturday events
ended with evening concerts, the Diamond W. Wranglers and the 3 Trail
West bands. Both concerts were held
in the new amphitheater.
On Tuesday, August 3, Council
Grove was the first stop of the
American Solar Challenge, a solar
car race on the Santa Fe Trail. The
13 solar-powered cars from universities across the United States made a
45-minute pit stop to recharge their
batteries before continuing their race
down the trail to Santa Fe.
Military on the Santa Fe Trail was
the August 27 and 28 Council
Grove event. On Friday evening, we
welcomed representatives from the

photos: Jan Sciacca

The next day, June 12, was the annual (but because of high winds in
2019 and Covid in 2020 this event
had not been held for two years)
Symphony in the Flint Hills. The
site for this year's event was three

miles south of Council Grove, and
the theme of the event was the Santa
Fe Trail. Although this was not specifically a Council Grove SFT 200
sponsored event, many CG SFT 200
committee members were a part of
the Saturday event. Mark Brooks,
Administrator at the Kaw Mission
and Last Chance Store Museum on
the Santa Fe Trail spoke on "The
Kaw Mission, Clash of Cultures."
Sharon Haun, SFT 200 committee
chair, and Morris County Historical
Society volunteer spoke on "Rendezvous at Council Grove, why we
are here." Six members of the SFT
Trail Troupe greeted the symphony
attendees, in character, as famous
Council Grove and SFT personalities.

Top: Michael Martin Murphey in concert in new Riverwalk Amphitheater. Right: Competitors in inaugaral Madonna Trudge.
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Mormon Battalion to the Kaw Mission State Historic Site grounds. It
was on this date, 175 years ago when
the Mormon Battalion camped at
Council Grove, on this location,
enroute to the Mexican War. Their
trek, from Council Bluffs, Iowa, to
Santa Fe, New Mexico, and on to
San Diego, California—some 1850
miles—was the longest sustained
march in U.S. military history.
The next day the Council Oak Park
was the location for the day, including speakers and camps. Speakers
and camps were Kevin Henson,
Mormon Battalion; Jay Clark, Buffalo Soldier; Bill McFarland, speaker
and author of Keep the Flag to the
Front, a history of the 8th Kansas
Volunteer Infantry Regiment; a
camp of 8th Kansas Infantry reenactors; Herschel Stroud, portraying a
a Civil War doctor; and Jim Crosby
presenting the history of Council
Grove military units beginning in
the 19th century, eventually known
as Co. C, 137 th Infantry Regiment,
part of the 35th Division—known as
the “Santa Fe Trail Division”—during World War II. Greg and Joanne
VanCoevern brought their military
ambulance and Sibley tent to add to
the military story.
On September 4th, we had the inaugural Madonna Trudge, sponsored
by the DAR. This was a 6-block race,
with four competitors. That may
not sound like much but in a long

pioneer dress, boots, a baby in your
arms, a gun by your side and a small
child tugging you, contestants had
a small glimpse of what our pioneer
ancestors experienced all day, every
day as they traveled or trudged west.
The summer-long SFT 200 events
concluded with the September 17 19 weekend, Rendezvous at Council
Grove. This weekend included a
wagon show, a mountain-man encampment, the historical pageant,
Voices of the Wind People, and a circuit
rider Sunday service in trail ruts.
The Stagecoach and Freight Wagon
Association brought wagons and
experts as the centerpiece of the
Wagon Show. COVID interfered
with plans for some of the participants who planned to attend, but
the two days were filled with talks
by David Sneed, noted historian of
horse-drawn wagons; Dr. Leo Olivia,
the SFT story; Mark Gardner, wind
wagons; Katie Gardner, Malcolm
Conn, CG SFT trader; (Katie is the
great-great-grandaughter of Malcolm Conn,) Don Werner, wheelwright; and Patrick Goodnight,
Springfield wagons.
Another part of the two-day event
was a mountain-man encampment
in the ballfield park, including a
number of authentic mountain man
camps, who delighted visitors with
stories and examples of life in the
early 1800s.

In addition to the sets of the Kaw
Nation tepees, and the Council
Grove town scene, a large screen was
utilized to show historical photos,
and a wagon train, stage coach, and
pack train crossed the stage several
times during the performance. This
production was achieved totally by
volunteers, taking nearly 100 people,
cast and crew and all other production work to achieve the successful
event biennually.
The final event of the Rendezvous at
Council Grove, Faith on the Trail,
took place on Sunday morning, in
amazing trail ruts five miles west of
Council Grove. The congregation
waited under a tent for the arrival
of the circuit rider. The circuit rider,
with his two companions, arrived,
and delivered his Sunday morning
message to nearly 150 people.
The committee hopes, in the next
few years, to reschedule indoor
events as COVID permits. We are
looking forward to another big year,
2025, with the 200th anniversary of
the signing of the treaty between the
U. S. Commissioners and the Great
and Little Osage Tribe, naming
Council Grove for all time to come.

An orange and
green wagon was
one of many wagons on display at
the Wagon Show.
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Friday and Saturday evening entertainment was performances of
Voices of the Wind People, a historical
outdoor drama, telling the story of
the Kaw Indians who were once on
a reservation here at Council Grove,
the Santa Fe Trail, and Council
Grove. This was the 25th and 26th
performances of this pageant, beginning in 1992. The performances
were held in the new Riverwalk amphitheater. The Kaw Nation, from
Kaw City, Oklahoma, return to their
former homeland to sing and dance
in the performance, and nearly 50
Council Grove residents portrayed
1850s CG residents on stage.

--Sharon Haun, Chapter President
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Chapter Reports
Chapters are listed in order from the beginning of
the Trail in Missouri westward.

56 members with 42 of them belonging to SFTA, 75 percent of
MRO members.

TO CONTACT CHAPTER PRESIDENTS,
PLEASE EMAIL THEM AT info@santafetrail.org.

MRO submitted and was approved for a grant for $1000 from
the SFTA marking fund for the wayside exhibit at the Arrow
Rock Ferry Landing. Many thanks go to Rich Lawson for his
work in preparing the site for visitors and for his presentations
on the history of the area. This contributes toward the final cost
of $2005 which includes the panel and stand from Pannier and
the installation expenses.

Missouri River Outfitters

Independence, MO
President Anne Mallinson

MRO received a SFTA education grant to pay for part of the
expenses toward two educational events—the first at Arrow
Rock on September 1 and the second at Fort Osage on September 4 and 5. September 1 events included first person interpretations of the Becknell trading party portrayed by members
of the Arrow Rock Stock and Trading Company, presentations
on Native Americans by Mike Dickey, a program on William
Becknell given by noted trail historian Craig Crease, a PowerPoint presentation on the Arrow Rock Landing site, and a
presentation on the Boonslick Road by Dorris Keeven-Franke.
Craig Crease presented the program on William Becknell again
at Fort Osage September 4th and 5th. Members of the living
history group, the Arrow Rock Stock and Trading Company,
set up camp at Fort Osage that same Labor Day weekend. Their
demonstrations of period skills at Fort Osage surely contributed
to the success of the event. SFTA President Larry Short and
I remained in the museum center to greet visitors. We offered
maps, copies of Wagon Tracks, membership brochures, and
information about the Santa Fe Trail. SFTA manager Joanne
VanCoevern and her husband Greg brought the informational
upright display depicting the history of the trail. Many of you
may have seen that display at the symposium.Craig Crease and
Ross Marshall via KCAHTA conducted a bus tour along the
Becknell route scheduled for Friday, September 3rd.
SFTA Membership Chair Marcia Fox reported that MRO has

Arrow Rock Stock and Trading, Franklin, Missouri. Photo:

Marcia Will-Clifton

Members of the Arrow Rock Stock and Trading Company
(who are also MRO and SFTA members) were approved to
participate in the encampment at Bent's Fort for the symposium. Many MRO members attended the stellar event. We
are in planning stages for 2023 to be held in Independence,
Missouri.
The next MRO meeting will be held at 10:00 on Saturday, October 30 at the Rice-Tremonti Historic Home on 8801 E. 66th
St, Raytown, Missouri. The program will be on Santa Fe traders
from Independence.
Douglas County

Baldwin City, KS
President Roger Boyd
The Douglas County Chapter had a short meeting September
18 to hear a presentation by Sara DeCaro on the history of
Palmyra, Baldwin, and Baker University. We waived the normal
covered dish meal due to COVID. Sara is the Archivist for
Baker University as well as the Secretary for our chapter. Our
chapter has been assisting with developing three interpretive
panels at the Pioneer Cemetery just south of Baldwin. Many
of the early residents along the Santa Fe Trail are buried there.
The cemetery is also surrounded by native prairie. Roger Boyd,

Rich Lawson restored Arrow Rock
Landing.

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol36/iss1/1
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SFTA Annual Membership January 1, 2022 to December 31, 2022
Name(s) _______________________________________________

□ Life $1000, payable over 4 years

Address _______________________________________________

□ Patron $100/year

City _______________________ State _______ Zip ___________

□ Family $65/year

Phone _______________ Email ____________________________ □ Individual $50/year
□ New member □ Renewing member 			
□ Youth (18 and under) $5/year
I am a member of the following chapter (s) _____________________ □ Non-profit Institution $65/year
________________________________________________________ □ Business $65/year
I’d like to make a donation to assist the SFTA with programs and events.
□ $50 □ $100 Other $________
I’d like to donate to the Junior Wagon Master Fund.		
		
□ $50 □ $100 Other $________
I’d like to donate to the Marker Fund.					
□ $50 □ $100 Other $________
To pay by credit card, go to www.santafetrail.org, and click on “Join the Organization.”
The Santa Fe Trail Association is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt corporation, and all donations
beyond membership dues are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

TOTAL ENCLOSED ___________________
Make checks payable to Santa Fe Trail Association

Mail to Ruth Olson Peters, Treasurer, Santa Fe Trail Center, 1349 K-156 Hwy, Larned, KS 67550

Renew by mailing using the above form or renew online at www.santafetrail.org
If you have renewed your membership, pass the form along to a friend or colleague.

Chapter Reports, continued
with assistance from chapter members, constructed a kiosk
to house the three interpretive panels. Next we’ll develop an
interpretive panel for the town of Palmyra. This will be located
at the Palmyra Well site and will present information about the
development of the town along the trail prior to Baldwin City
and Baker University springing up to the south and absorbing
the smaller town of Palmyra.
In other developments, we are working with Douglas and
Johnson Counties to develop sensible regulations for the placement and development of industrial-scale solar projects and
associated storage battery facilities. There is presently a proposal
for a 3,000 acre “West Gardner Solar Project” which straddles
the Douglas and Johnson County line. It completely avoids the
Oregon/California Trails but will potentially have an impact on
a portion of the trail along 191st Street, just east of the county
line in Johnson County. Roger Boyd is currently working with
a group called “Citizens for Responsible Solar” to develop rea-

sonable set-backs that will minimize these potential impacts
on the trail.
On Oct. 9, Aaron Mahr, NPS Superintendent for Historic
Trails, was able to visit the Black Jack Ruts and the new trail
and signage that were dedicated in June. He and several other
NPS staff are finally able to get out of Santa Fe to view several
proposed High Potential Sites.
Heart of the Flint Hills

Council Grove, KS
President Sharon Haun

See story on page 30-31.
Cottonwood Crossing

Hillsboro, KS
President Doug Sharp

Dr. Leo Oliva presented a new program, "Road of Conquest-Another View of the Santa Fe Trail", at our meeting on
October 21 at Goessel.
Quivira

McPherson, KS
President Linda Colle
See story on page 29.
Wet/Dry Routes

Great Bend, KS
President George Elmore
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The Wet/Dry Chapter did not hold regular meetings in 2020
to help protect members from the COVID-19 virus. In 2021
on August 29, we were able to hold an ice-cream social with
meeting. Chapter members enjoyed getting together and seeing
everyone again. We are gearing up and hope the virus level will
stay low so that the Wet/Dry Chapter can hold our meetings as
normal for the remainder of 2021 and into the new year.

The end of September President Bunyan and Susan along with
Vice President Deb Calhoun attended the National Symposium in La Junta and Bent's Fort in Colorado. The Bent's Fort
Chapter did a fine job for the important anniversary event, with
good speakers, nice tours, and two wonderful banquets held in
Bent's Fort. Bill Bunyan received the David Clapsaddle Award
for leadership of a chapter for 2020. It was very appreciated.

While we were not meeting, projects and progress were still
taking place. The chapter sock project as part of the Santa Fe
Trail 200th continued, and the socks are now sold at various
locations along the trail. One project was to assist the Santa Fe
Trail Center preserve seven acres of trail ruts preserved by the
Sharpe family. The parking area is in progress and interpretive
signs will soon be put up.

Our chapter Vice President Deb Calhoun was elected to the
SFTA Board of Directors for a four-year term at the Symposium. Chapter member Mike Roger's term on the board was up
and Mike did a wonderful job as a director.

With the assistance from the Santa Fe Trail Association and
members of the Wet/Dry Chapter and coordinated with Fort
Larned, we were successful in getting the 15-time Emmy
Award winning “A Taste of History” to produce a program
at the Fort. The show’s host, Chef Walter Staib arrived with
the crew and filmed a program that will be part of season 12
expected to premiere in June or July of 2022. The program
features life for a soldier at a fort on the Santa Fe Trail. The
filming included baking bread, cooking a soldier’s meal and
noting the difference cooking for the army officers.
Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron

Dodge City, KS
President Bill Bunyan

Our chapter continues to commemorate the 200th Anniversary
of the trail by highlighting a picture and caption of one of our
markers, monuments, and story boards in our chapter area of
Ford and Gray Counties. The picture of the barbed wire ball
and posts that the Warner family erected on their ranch on the
Fort Hays - Fort Dodge Road is a unique way they honored
this important road. The military road was part of the Santa Fe
Trail after the railroad reached Hays and before the Santa Fe
Railroad got to Dodge City.

The highway expansion is a continual concern. Thanks to
chapter member Steve Wetzel. several markers and story boards
have been moved and stored. Luminous Neon has moved the
Caches story board up to the Caches limestone marker on 107
Road. We are still working to see if we can get the historical
plaque removed from the big white Caches monument. If we
can, it will be placed on a new monument that Santa Fe Trail
Association Manager Joanne has K-DOT promising we can
have at a new turn-off and parking area on the new highway.
This will be two to three years down the way.
KJIL Christian Radio is interested in doing a program about
the 200th Anniversary. I had them contact Dr. Leo Oliva, our
trail authority, and he gave them information about the trail.
Bunyan followed up by taking the news director to a number
of our sites so he could see what a chapter does to preserve the
trail.
The chapter has had only one meeting since February of 2020,
but we did host Henry Crawford, who portrayed a Buffalo
Soldier during Dodge City Days. Hopefully we can resume our
meetings in November.

Part of our 200th commemoration was providing Santa Fe Trail
placemats in the Dodge House Restaurant, and the Cowtown
Restaurant in Dodge City, and the Santa Fe Trail Grill in
Cimarron.

Above: Warner Ranch barbed wire
marks the Fort Hays/Fort Dodge
Road. Left: "A Taste of History" chef
Walter Staib visits the bakery at
Fort Larned.
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol36/iss1/1
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Wagon Bed Spring

Lakin, KS
President Linda Peters

The Wagon Bed SpringsChapter has not met recently due to
COVID-19 concerns. We also have not pushed hard for membership renewals since there are no quarterly activities.
Some members have been checking on the Spring Site and
keeping it looking nice.
In April, Linda Peters gave a Santa Fe Trail talk at the Finney
County Museum in Garden City. She cosponsored an SFT
200th Anniversary booth at the Kearny County Fair in July
with our county museum. She hopes to have the Santa Fe Trail
Timeline at some of the libraries in the chapter area.
Since it was decided that this Commemoration could be spread
out over five years, it was decided to not have any special events
in 2021. Our Committee will work on this and have asked the
Cimarron Cutoff Chapter to work with us for next year.
Cimarron Cutoff

Elkhart, KS
President Jay Williams
Several Chapter members attended the 200th. Commemoration Symposium held in La Junta, Colorado, and at Bent's Old
Fort. Everyone enjoyed the experience.
Chapter members Dan and Carol Sharp received the Ralph
Hathaway Memorial Heritage Preservation Award for their
efforts at Autograph Rock. The SFTA award was given to them
at the Saturday night banquet held at Bent's Old Fort. Congratulations to the Sharps for the work they have done to the
grounds at the site.
On October 16 the chapter held a meeting in Boise City,
Oklahoma, to give an award to Jody Risley for her efforts on
the June 18 Santa Fe Trail tour in the Boise City area. During
the meeting Linda Minns reported on the happenings at Bent's
Old Fort during the symposium. Richard Salamon gave a short
report on the symposium in La Junta.
Bent’s Fort

Lamar, CO
President Kevin Lindahl
See Symposium report on page 9.

Chapter member Linda Davis of the historic CS Ranch near
Cimarron, New Mexico, has recently experienced a bad fall and
the emplacement of a heart pacemaker. We wish her a speedy
recovery.
At our recent meeting, chapter officers for 2022-2023 were
chosen; new officers are: President, Jeff Trotman (Springer);
Vice-President, Jim Abreu (Las Vegas), Secretary, Merideth
Hmura, (Albuquerque); Treasurer, Gladys Schneider (Cimarron).
SFT Bicentennial Commemorative Activities:
A conference, “New Mexico-Santa Fe Trail-1821-2021,”
will be held Friday, November 12, 2021, in Las Vegas at the
historic Plaza Hotel. The conference is hosted by the Corazon
de los Caminos Chapter, in cooperation with the Las Vegas
Citizens Committee for Historic Preservation, New Mexico
State Daughters of the American Revolution, and the Historical Society of New Mexico. The conference will feature New
Mexico-SFT historical topics by five distinguished speakers:
Henrietta Martinez Christmas, Francis Levine, Christine St.
Vrain Fischahs, Robert Torrez, and James Abreu. The conference occurs as the opening-day event of a three-day series to be
followed by events on Saturday and Sunday by the End of Trail
Chapter and New Mexico State DAR.
A SFT educational panel (4 ft by 2 ft) featuring artist, Inga
Ojala’s painting “Ox-Train at Wagon Mound” (Wagon Tracks,
35, August 2021, p 35) with accompanying descriptive language
has been designed, fabricated, and delivered to Wagon Mound.
A New Mexico Department of Transportation permit has been
obtained and the panel will be installed soon along exit 387 just
off Highway I-25 at the entrance to the village. We thank Inga
for permission to use her impressive painting in this installation.
In Cimarron, a SFT themed mural is being painted on the side
of the Chamber of Commerce Building and will be completed
soon. We thank Gladys and Dennis Schneider for arranging
this project.

Corazon de los Caminos

Cimarron, NM
President Doyle Daves

With sadness, we report the passing on October 6, 2021, of
Faye Gaines, 94, founding member of the chapter and longtime member of the SFTA Board of Directors. Faye and her
husband Garrett E. “Pete” Gaines (1924-1999) owned and
operated Point of Rocks Ranch northeast of Springer, New
Mexico. For decades, they, and then Faye alone, welcomed
Santa Fe Trail visitors to the ranch to view the historic Point
of Rocks SFT landmark. Faye was a tireless SFT supporter; in
particular, she resisted the encroachment of “improvements” roads, fences, electric lines, cell towers, etc that detracted from
the vistas of the historic Trail. In 2018, the chapter hosted an
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event in Faye’s honor naming her “Defender of the Santa Fe
Trail (Wagon Tracks, 32, May 2018. p 6).
At its meeting October 9, the chapter recognized two of its
members for their deep SFT heritage. Rudy Laumbach descends from five SFT travelers (Wagon Tracks, 35, August 2021,
p28) and Jim Abreu descends from seven travelers. At our New
Mexico-Santa Fe Trail-1821-2021 Conference in Las Vegas,
November 11, Rudy will be honored in connection with his
90th birthday, and Jim Abreu will be a featured speaker, relating
historically important events involving members of his illustrious family.

End of the Trail

Santa Fe, NM
President Joy Poole
See event, "The Arrival—La Llegada," on page 6.
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Santa Fe Trail Association
1046 Red Oaks NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
www.santafetrail.org

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Calendar of Events
November 12-14: Las Vegas and Santa
Fe, NM. Becknell arrival events.
November 13: Lindsborg, KS. "On the
Trail to your Ancestors."
January 30, 2022: Boonville, MO. MRO
Chapter luncheon commemorating the
return of Becknell from Santa Fe.
April 1-2, 2022: Dodge City, KS. SFTA
workshop and Board of Directors meeting.
May 22, 2022: Boonville, MO. MRO
Chapter luncheon commemorating Becknell's second journey to Santa Fe.
September 22, 2022: Larned, KS. SFTA
Board of Directors Meeting.
September 22, 2022: Larned, KS. Rendezvous. "Youth on the Santa Fe Trail."

Please check locally for any delays or cancellations. See www.santafetrail.org/trailevents.html and www.santafetrail200.org
for additional dates and information. Forts
along the Trail have websites listed at
www.santafetrail.org/trail-events.html.
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol36/iss1/1
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